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LESSONS 




Vue de Paris depuis la terrasse de la Samaritaine 



French Introductory Lessons 
Bonjour! - Introductory French 




Liberte • Egalite • Fraternite 

REPUBLIQUE FRANgAISE 

Logo officiel du gouvernement franqais 

Welcome to the course dedicated to teaching you the best and 
most beautiful language in the world*! 



* The views and opinions expressed do not necessarily state or reflect those of Wikibooks as a whole or 
any of its affiliates. 
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Introductory Lessons 



Lesson 0.01 • Introduction 



French is a Romance language , descended from Latin and closely related to 
Portuguese, Spanish, Italian, and Romanian. It is the native tongue of over 87 
million people and has an additional 68 million non-native speakers. 



Introduction 



See also: French language 
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discussion 
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report an error 
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History 



Further information: History of the French language 

In medieval times and until the 19th century, it was often the language used in diplomacy, culture, 
administration, royal courts across Europe and also in trade, thus appropriately becoming the lingua 
franca of its time. 

French-speaking people have made incursions upon the British Isles many times in the past, most 
noticeably in the Norman Invasion of 1066. For this reason, although English is a Gennanic language. 
at least a third of the English lexicon is derived from French. 



Extent of the Language 




French is spoken all around the world. 



Main article: La Francophonie 
Main article: French colonial empires 

In modern terms, it is still significantly used as a diplomatic language, being an official language of the 
United Nations, the Olympic Games, and the European Union. It is the official language of 29 
countries and is spoken in France, Belgium, Switzerland, Luxemburg, Tunisia, Morocco, Senegal, 
Haiti, the Ivory Coast, Madagascar, the Congo, Algeria, Niger, Mali, Burkina Faso, Togo, Gabon, the 
Seychelles, Burundi, Chad, Rwanda, Djibouti, Cameroon, Mauritius, and Canada (mostly in the 
province of Quebec, where it is the primary language, but it is also used in other parts of the country - 
notably New Brunswick, which is the only bilingual province. All consumer product packages in 
Canada are required by law to have both English and French labels). 

Allons-y! Bonne chance! 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.01 • Introduction 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 



Lesson 0.02 • Learning French 

live version 

Reasons To Learn French discussion 



As mentioned earlier, French is significantly used as a diplomatic language. You 
are bound to find speakers almost everywhere in the world. In addition to societal 
reasons, there exist dozens of famous French novels and nonfiction works in a 
variety of subjects. Because much can be lost in translation, the best way to go 
about reading these works is in the native language. 



exercises 
edit lesson 
comment 
report an error 
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Advice on Studying French 

Main article: How to learn a language 

French tends to have a bad reputation amongst English speakers as hard to learn. While it is true that it 
poses certain difficulties to native English-speakers, it may be noted that English is also considered to 
be 'difficult', and yet we learnt it without the benefit of already knowing a language. In fact, the French 
language can be learned in only ten months . 

Learning any new language requires some commitment, generally long-term. Remember that, like any 
skill, it requires a certain amount of effort. And if you do not practice your French regularly, it is highly 
likely that you will begin to forget it. Try to make it a part of your schedule; even if it's not daily, at 
least make it regular. 

Remember that you are learning a new skill. Try to master the simple stuff before moving on to the 
more complex. We all have to add and subtract before we can do calculus. 

French is a complete language. While this course can teach you to read and write in French, this is only 
half of the skills that make up fluency. A written document cannot teach much about listening to and 
speaking French. You must train all of these skills, and they will reinforce one another. For listening 
and speaking, finding a native speaker to help you once you have some skill will help you with these 
skills. 

The very best way to leam French is to get amnesia in France or another French-speaking country. This 
allows you to start with a clean slate, as babies do. However, most of us are unwilling to take that step. 
The next best thing is immersion. If you are serious about learning French, a period of immersion 
(where you go to live in a Francophone culture) is a good idea once you are moderately studied. Most 
countries are in the relative vicinity of a French-speaking country. 

If you can't travel to a French-speaking country, then try listening to French-language programs on the 
radio, TV, or the Internet. Rent or buy French-language movies. Pay attention to pronunciation. Grab a 
French speaker you meet and talk to him or her in French. Listen, speak, and practice. 

Read French newspapers and magazines. Again, an excellent source is Google's news page, which li nk s 
to French-language news stories, which will enrich your vocabulary. 



Book Organization 



This book is divided into one set of preliminary lessons, the page of which you are reading now, and 
four increasingly complex lesson levels. The introductory lessons will teach you pronunciation and 
phrases. In the first level , you will learn basic grammar, including pronouns, the present indicative, 
most common present tense, and several irregularly-conjugated verbs. In the second level , the passe 
compose, the most common past tense, is given, along with many other irregular verbs. In the third 
level , you will learn several more tenses and complex grammar rules. The fourth level (still in 
development), will be conducted in French and will focus on French literature and prose writing. For 
more on course structure, and information on how you can help improve this book, see the lessons 
planning page . 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.02 • Learning French 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.03 • Alphabet 

live version 

Introduction discussion 



exercises 

French Grammar • Alphabet • audio (info *101 kb • hel p) edit lesson 

The French Alphabet • L'alphabet fran^ais comment 



Characters 


Aa 


Bb Cc Dd 


Ee 


Ff 


Gg 


Hh 


Ii 


report an error 


Pronunciation ah 


bay say day 


euh 


eff 


jhay 


ash 


ee 


ask a question 


Characters 


Jj 


Kk LI Mm 


Nn 


Oo 


Pp 


Qq 


Rr 




Pronunciation zhee kah el emm enn 


oh 


pay 


ku 


air 




Characters 


Ss 


Tt Uu Vv 


Ww 


Xx 


Yy 


Zz 






Pronunciation ess 


tay oo vay 


dubl- 


■vay eeks 


ee-grehk zedh 







In addition, French uses several accents which are worth understanding. These are: a, e, u, (grave 
accents) and e (acute accent) which only applies to e. A circumflex applies to all vowels as well: a, e, i, 
6, u. And also a trema (French for diaerasis) for vowels: a, e, 'f, 6, ii, y and combined letters: se and oe. 



Letters and Examples 



letter 

Aa 

Bb 

Cc 

Dd 

Ee 

Ff 

Gg 

Hh 

Ii 

Jj 

Kk 

LI 

Mm 

Nn 

Oo 

Pp 

Qq 

Rr 

Ss 

Tt 

Uu 

Vv 

Ww 

Xx 

Yy 



French Grammar • Alphabet • audio (info *101 kb • hel p) 
The French Alphabet • L' alphabet fran^ais 

name in French 



pronunciation 

like a in father 
like b in baby* 

before e and i: like c in center 
before a, o, or u: like c in cat 
like d in dog 
approx, like u in burp** 
like f in fog 

before e and i: like s in measure 

before a, o, or u: like g in get 

aspirated h : see note below* 

non-aspirated h: not pronounced* 

like ea in team 

like s in measure 

like k in kite 

like 1 in lemon 

like m in minute 

like n in note 



** 



(in IPA transcription) 

/a/ 

/be/ 

/se/ 

/de/ 

hi 

hi! 

/3e/ 

/aJ7 

Id 

/Si/ 

/ka/ 

/si/ 

/sm/ 

/sn J 



closed : approx, like u in nut 
open : like o in nose 
like p in pen * 

like k in kite 



/o/ 

/pe/ 

Iky/ see 'u ' 
for details 



force air through the back of your throat 

just as if you were gargling 

like s in sister at begining 

of word or with two s's 

or like z in amazing if only one s 

like t in top 

Say the English letter e, 
but make your lips say "oo 



/sr/ 



/ss/ 

/te/ 

lyl 



like v in violin 



/ve/ 



Depending on the derivation of the 
word, 

like v as in violin, or w in water 
either /ks/ in socks, 
or /gz/ in exit 
like ea in leak 



/dub love/ 



/iks/ 

/igrok/ 



Zz like z in zebra 



/zsd/ 



Final consonants and the liaison 

In French, certain consonants are silent when they are the final letter of a word. The letters p (as in 
'coup'), 5 (as in 'heros'), t (as in 'chat'), d (as in ’marchand), and x (as in 'paresseux'), are never 
pronounced at the end of a word. 

b and p 

Unlike English, when you pronounce the letters 'b' and 'p' in French, little to no air should be expended 
from your mouth. In terms of phonetics, the difference in the French 'b' and 'p' and their English 
counterparts is one of aspiration (this is not related to the similarly named concept of 'h' aspire below, 
but is a slight extra puff of air accompanies the stop ). Fortunately, in English both aspirated and 
unaspirated variants l allophoncs ) actually exist, but only in specific environments. If you're a native 
speaker, say the word 'pit' and then the word 'spit' out loud. Did you notice the extra puff of air in the 
first word that doesn't come with the second? The 'p' in 'pit' is aspirated [p □]; the 'p' in 'spit' is not (like 
the 'p' in any position in French). 

Exercise 

1 . Get a loose piece of printer paper or notebook paper. 

2. Hold the piece of paper about one inch (or a couple of centimeters) in front of your face. 

3. Say the words baby, and puppy like you normally would in English. Notice how the paper 
moved when you said the 'b' and the 'p' respectively. 

4. Now, without making the piece of paper move, say the words belle (the feminine form of 
beautiful in French, pronounced like the English 'bell.'), and papa, (the French equivalent of 
"Dad"). 

• If the paper moved, your pronunciation is slightly off. Concentrate, and try it again. 

• If the paper didn’t move, congratulations! You pronounced the words correctly! 

Aspirated vs. non-aspirated h 

In French, the letter h can be aspirated, (h aspire), or not aspirated, (h non aspire), depending on which 
language the word was borrowed from. What do these terms mean? 

• Ex.: the word heros, (hero) has an aspirated h, because when the definite article le is placed 
before it, the result is le heros, and both words must be pronounced separately. However, the 
feminine form of heros, heroine is a non-aspirated h. Therefore, when you put the definite 
artcle in front of it, it becomes l 'heroine, and is pronounced as one word. 

The only way to tell if the h at the beginning of a word is aspirated is to look it up in the dictionary. 
Some dictionaries will place an asterisk (*) in front of the entry word in the French-English H section if 
the h is aspirated. Other dictionaries will include it in the pronunciation guide after the key word by 
placing a (') before the pronunciation. In short, the words must be memorized. 



Here is a table of some basic h words that are aspirated and not aspirated: 



aspirated 


non-aspirated 


heros, hero (le heros) 


heroine, heroine (l 1 heroine) 


hair, to hate (je hais or 
j'hais...) 


habiter, to live (j'habite ...) 


huit, eight (le huit novembre) 


harmonie, harmony (I'harmonie) 



Exercise 

1 . Grab an English-French-English dictionary, and find at least ten aspirated h words, and ten non- 
aspirated h words 

2. Make a column of the two categories of /?-word. 

3. Look at it every day and memorize the columns. 

Punctuation 



French Vocabulary • Alphabet • audio (info *608 kb • hel p) 
Punctuation • La ponctuation 



& 


esperluette, et 


9 


virgule 


commercial 


= 


egal 


f 


apostrophe 


$ 


dollar 


* 


asterisque 


j 


point 


« » 


guillemets 




d'exclamation 


\ 


barre oblique 


> 


superieur a 


inverse 


< 


inferieur a 


[ 1 


crochets 
deux points 


- 


moins, tiret 


9 


point virgule 


( : 


) parentheses 



{ } 


accolades 


~ tilde 


% 


pourcent 


r ) arobase, a 


. 


point 


^ commercial, arobe 


+ 


plus 




# 


diese 






point 






d’interrogation 




— 


soulignement 




/ 


barre oblique 





congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.03 • Alphabet 
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Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.04 • Accents 



live version 

Introduction discussion 

exercises 

There are five different kinds of accent marks used in written French. They are: ec jit | csson 



accent 


letters 

used 


examples 


acute accent 

(accent aigu) 


e only 


elephant: elephant 


grave accent 

(accent grave) 


e, a, u 


fievre: fever, la, there 
ou: where 


circumflex 

(accent circonflexe) 


а, e, i, 

б, u 


gateau: cake, etre: to be, lie: island, 
chomage: unemployment, 
du: past participle of devoir 


diaeresis 

(trema) 


e, 'i, ii, y** 


Noel: Christmas, mats: corn, aigiie: 
acutetfem)* 


cedilla 

(cedille) 


9 only 


fran^ais: French 



comment 
report an error 
ask a question 



Note : As of the spelling reform of 1990, the diaresis indicating gu is not a digraph on words finishing 
in gue is now placed on the u in standard (AKA "academie francaisc" French) : aigiie and not aigue, 
cigiic and not cigue, ambigiie and not ambigue (acute(fem), conium, ambiguous). Since this reform is 
relatively recent and not known in vulgar surrounding, both spellings can be used interchangeably (you 
might even get a point kn ocked off if you write "aigiie" in a text, it happened to me!) 



Note : The letter y is only used in very rare words, most old town names : L'Hay-Les-Roses (Paris 
surburb). Pronounced like i'. 



Acute Accent - Accent aigu 

The acute accent (French, accent aigu) is the most common accent used in written French. It is only 
used with the letter e and is always pronounced /ay/. 

One use of the accent aigu is to form the past participle of regular -er verbs. 



infinitive 


past participle 


aimer, to love 


aime, loved 


regarder, to watch 


regarde, watched 



Another thing to note is if you are unsure of how to translate certain words into English from French, 
and the word begins with e, replace that with the letter s and you will occasionally get the English 
word, or an approximation thereof: 

• Ex.: 

• etable — > stable (for horses) 

• ecole — > scole — > school 

• il etudie — > il studie — > he studies 

• And to combine what you already know about the accent aigu, here is one last example: 

• etrangle (from etrangler) — > strangle — > strangled 

NB: This will not work with every word that begins with e. 

Grave Accent - Accent grave 

• a and u 

In the case of the letters a and u, the grave accent (Fr. accent grave), is used to graphically distinguish 
one word from another. 



without accent grave with accent grave 


a (3rd pers. sing of avoir, to have) 


a (preposition, to, at, et al.) 


la (definite article for feminine 
nouns) 


la (there) 


ou (conjunction, or) 


ou (where) 



• e 



Unlike a and u, e is not used to distinguish words from one another. The e used for pronunciation. In 
careful speech, an unaccented e is pronounced /euh/, and in rapid speech is sometimes not pronounced 
at all. The e is pronounced like the letter e in pet. 

Speech: Tonic Accent - L’accent tonique 

In English, you stress certain syllables more than others. However in French, you pronounce each 
syllable evenly. 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.04 • Accents 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.05 • Greetings 



D: Greetings 



French Dialogue • Greetings 
Greetings • Les salutations 
Jacques et Marie 
Jacques Bonsoir, Marie. 

Marie Euh ? Tu t'appelles comment ? 

Jacques Moi [1] , je m'appelle Jacques. 

Marie Ah, oui. Quoi de neuf, Jacques ? 

Jacques Pas grand-chose. Alors [2] , au revoir, a demain, Marie. 
Marie A la prochaine, Jacques. 

Olivier et Luc 

Olivier Salut. 

Luc Bonjour. 

Olivier Tu t'appelles comment ? 

Luc Luc. Et toi ? [3] 

Olivier Je suis Olivier. 

Luc Ah, oui. Alors, a bientot, Olivier. 

Olivier Salut, Luc ! 



1. me 2. so, then 3. And you ? (informal) 



V: Greetings 
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Salut 

Bonjour 



French Vocabulary • Greetings • audio (info *276 kb • hel p) 
Greetings • Les salutations 



Hi./Bye. 

Hello 



(informal) 

(more fonnal than salut) (all 
day) 



Bonsoir 
Bonne nuit 

Quoi de neuf ? 

Pas grand-chose. 



Good evening 
Good night 

What's up (about you)? (lit. what's 
new) 

Not much. (lit. no big-thing) 



bun nwee 



Formal Lesson - Greetings 



When talking to one's peers or to children, Salutl is used as a greeting. It's English equivalents would 
be hi and hey. Bonjour, literally meaning good day, should be used for anyone else. Bonsoir. is used to 
say Good evening. Bonne nuit. is used to say Good night, before going to bed. 



V: Good-bye 



Salut. 

Au revoir. 

A demain. 



French Vocabulary • Greetings • audio (info *202 kb • hel p) 
Good-bye • Au revoir 

Hi./Bye. (infonnal) 



Good-bye. 

See you tomorrow. 



ohrvwahr (ev not pronounced) 
ah duhman (Lit: To/Until 
Tomorrow) 



Au revoir, a 
demain. 

A tout a l’heure. 
A la prochaine. 
A bientot. 

Ciao 



Bye, see you 
tomorrow. 

See you (later today)! 
See you (tomorrow)! 
See you soon. 

Bye. 



ah tootah luhr 
ah lah proh shayn 
ah byantoe 
chow (Italian) 



Formal Lesson - Good-byes 



In addition to being used as an informal greeting, Salut. also means bye. Again, it should only be used 
among friends. Another informal greeting is ciao, an Italian word commonly used in France. Au revoir 
is the only formal way to say Good-bye. If you will be meeting someone again soon, A bientot. or A 
tout a I'heure. is used. A demain. is used if you will be seeing the person the following day. 



V: Names 



Tu t’appelles comment ? is used to informally ask someone for his or her name. You respond to this 
with Je m'appelle /namey. In the next lesson, you will learn more formal ways of asking someone for 
their name. 




Check for understanding 

One of your good friends is introducing you to his younger cousin who is visiting on a trip from France, and 
doesn't speak a word of English. You want to introduce yourself to him, tell him your name, and ask "What's 
up?" 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.05 • Greetings 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 



Lesson 0.06 • Formal speech 

D: A Formal Conversation 



French Dialogue • Formal speech • audio (info *65 kb • hel p) 

A Formal Conversation • Une conversation formelle 

Two people — Monsieur Bernard and Monsieur Lambert — are meeting for the first 
time: 

Monsieur Bernard Bonjour. Comment vous appelez-vous ? 

Monsieur Lambert Je m’appelle Jean-Paul Lambert. Et vous ? 

Monsieur Bernard Moi, je [1] suis Marc Bernard. Enchante. 

Monsieur Lambert Enchante [2] . 



live version 
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1 . I (I is not capitalized in French (unless, of course, beginning a sentence)) 

2. Nice to meet you (lit. enchanted) 



G: Vous vs. tu 

This is an important difference between French and English. English doesn't have a singular and plural, 
formal version of "you" (although "thou" used to be the informal (arguably archaic) singular version in 
the days of Shakespeare). 

In French, it is important to know when to use "vous" and when to use "tu". 

"Vous" is a plural form of "you". This is somewhat equivalent to "y'all", "youse", "you guys", "all of 
you", except that it is much more formal than all but the last example. 

"Vous" is also used to refer to single individuals to show respect, to be polite or to be neutral. It is used 
in occasions when talking to someone who is important, someone who is older than you are, or 
someone you are unfamiliar with. This is kn own as w: Vouvoiemcnt . Note the conversation between M. 
Bernard and M. Lambert above as an example of this use. 

Conversely, "tu" is the singular and informal form of "vous" (you) in French. It is commonly used 
when referring to a friend and a family member, and also used between children or when addressing a 
child. If it is used when speaking to a stranger, it signals disrespect. This is kn own as w:Tutoiement . 

As a rule of thumb, use "tu" only when you would call that person by his first name, otherwise use 
"vous". French people will make it known when they would like you to refer to them by "tu". 



V: Courtesy 



French Vocabulary • Formal speech • audio (info *434 kb • hel p) 
Courtesy • La politesse 

S'il te plait. (Lit: If you please.) 

S’il vous plait. (formal). 

Thanks (a lot) Merci (beaucoup). 



Please 



You're welcome. 



De rien. 

Pas de quoi. 

Je fen prie. 

Je vous en prie 



(Lit: Of nothing.) 

(Lit: Not of what.) (No 
problem.) 

shtahn pree (informal) 
jzuh vooz ahn pree (formal) 



V: Titles 



French Vocabulary • Formal speech • audio (info *325 kb • hel p) 

Titles • Les titres 





French 


Abbr. Pronunciation 


English, Usage 


Singular 


Monsieur 


M. 


muhsyeu 


Mr., Sir. 


Plural 


Messieurs. 


mehsyeu 


Gentlemen. 


Singular 


Madame 


M me 


mahdamn 


Mrs., Ma'am. 


Plural 


Mesdames 


maydahm 


Ladies 


Singular 


Mademoiselle 


M lle 


mahdmwahzell 


Miss, Young lady 


Plural 


Mesdemoiselles 


mehdmwahzell 


Young ladies 



Formal Lesson - Titles 

The titles monsieur, madame, and mademoiselle are almost always used alone, without the last name of 
the person. When beginning to speak to a professor, employer, or generally someone older than you, it 
is polite to say monsieur, madame, or mademoiselle. 



V: Asking For One’s Name 



French Vocabulary • Formal speech • audio (info *403 kb • hel p) 
Asking For One's Name • Demander le nom de quelqu'un 



Comment vous appelez- 
vous? 

Quel est votre nom? 


How do you call yourself? 
(formal) 

What is your name? 


Tu t'appelles comment? 


What is your name? (informal) 
(lit: You call yourself how?) 


Je m’appelle... 
Je suis... 


My name is... (lit. I call myself...) 
I am... 




congratulations on completing 
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Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.07 • How are you? 

D: A Simple Conversation 

Two good friends — Marie and Jean — are meeting: 

• Marie: Salut Jean. Ca va ? 

• Jean : £a va bien, merci. Et toi, 9a va ? 

• Marie: Pas mal. 

• Jean: Quoi de neuf ? 

• Marie: Pas grand-chose. 

• Marie: Au revoir Jean. 

• Jean: Au revoir, a demain. 
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V: How are you? 



French Vocabulary • How are you? • audio (info *311 kb • hel p) 
How are you? • Qa va? 

Comment allez-vous? (formal), 

Comment vas-tu? (informal), How are you? 

Comment 9a va?/£a va ? (informal) 



Qa va (tres) bien 

Oui, 9a va. 

Tres bien, merci. 
Pas mal. 



I'm doing (very) well 
(lit. It’s going (very) well) 
Yes, it goes. 

Very well, thanks. 

Not Bad 



pas si bien/pas tres bien 
(tres) mal 

Comine ci, comme 9a. 
Desole(e). 

Et toi? 

Et vous? 



not so well 
(very) bad 
So-So. 

I'm sorry. 

And you? (informal) 
And you? (formal) 




Check for understanding 

Write down as many ways to respond to (Ja va? as you can think of off the top off your head. Then go back to 
the vocabulary and learn other ways. 



E: 1.01 1 - Basic Phrases - Dialogue 



French Exercise • How are you? • audio (info *266 kb • hel p) 
Basic Phrases • Expressions de base 
Exercise 

Put the following conversation in order: 





First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


1. Michel 


Je ne vais pas tres 
bien. 


Bonjour, Jacques 


Au revoir 


Comment qa va? 


2. Jacques 


Desole. 


Qa va tres bien! Et 
vous? 

Allez-vous bien? 


A demain. 


Salut, Michel! 






Solution: 








First 


Second 


Third 


Fourth 


1. Michel 


Bonjour, Jacques. 


Comment qa va? 


Je ne vais pas tres 
bien. 


Au revoir. 


2. Jacques 


Salut, Michel! 


Qa va tres bien! Et 
vous? 

Allez-vous bien? 


Desole. 


A demain. 



Formal Lesson - Asking How One Is Doing 



(7a va? is used to ask someone how they are doing. The phrase literally means It goes?, referring to the 
body and life. A more formal way to say this is Comment allez-vous? . You can respond by using qa va 
as a statement; (7 a va. roughly means I'm fine. The adverb bien is used to say well, and is often said 
both alone and as (7 a va bien. Bien is preceded by certain adverbs to specify the degree to which you 
are well. Common phrases are assez bien, meaning rather well, tres bien, meaning very well, and 
vraiment bien, meaning really well. The adverb mal is used to say badly. Pas is commonly added to 
mal to form Pas mal., meaning Not bad. Comme-ci, comme-qa., literally translating to Like this, like 
that., is used to say So, so. To be polite, add merci, meaning thank you to responses to questions. 




Check for understanding 

Pretend to have (or actually have) a verbal conversation with various people that you know, such as siblings, 
friends, children, teachers, coworkers, or heads of state. Address them in different ways, depending on their 
relation to you. Ask them how they are doing, and finally say goodbye. 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.07 • How are you? 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.08 • Numbers 



V: Cardinal Numbers 

Main article: French/ Appendices/Dates, time, and numbers#Les numeros 



French Vocabulary • Numbers • audio (info *337 kb • hel p) 
Numbers • Les nombres 

une unite (a unity) 



un 


1 


deux 


2 


trois 


3 


quatre 


4 


cinq 


5 


six 


6 


sept 


7 


huit 


8 


neuf 


9 


dix 


10 


onze 


11 


douze 


12 


treize 


13 


quatorze 


14 


quinze 


15 


seize 


16 


dix-sept 


17 


dix-huit 


18 


dix-neuf 


19 


vingt 


20 


vingt et un 


21 


vingt [deux - neuf] 


22-29 


trente 


30 


trente et un 


31 


trente [deux - neuf] 


32-39 


quarante 


40 


cinquante 


50 


soixante 


60 



une dizaine (one ten) 
une douzaine (one dozen) 



live version 
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soixante-dix 

soixante-et-onze 

soixante-[douze - dix-neuf] 

quatre-vingts 

quatre -vingt-un 

quatre-vingt-[deux - neuf] 

quatre -vingt-dix 

quatre -vingt-[onze - dix- 

neuf] 

cent 

[deux - neuf] cents 
deux cent un 
neuf cent un 
mille 

(un) million 
(un) milliard 



70 

71 

72-79 

80 

81 

82-89 

90 

91-99 

100 une centaine (one hundred) 

200-900 

201 

901 

1 .000 un millier (one thousand) 

1 . 000.000 

1 . 000 . 000.000 



Things of note about numbers: 

• For 70-79, it builds upon "soixante" but past that it builds upon a combination of terms for 80- 
99 

• Only the first (2 1 ,3 1 ,4 1 ,5 1 ,etc) have "et un"; but past this it is simply both words consecutively 
(vingt-six, trente-trois, etc) 

• For 100-199, it looks much like this list already save that "cent" is added before the rest of the 
number; this continues up to 1000 and onward. 

• Many speakers of French outside of France refer to the numbers 70 to 99 in the same pattern as 
the other numbers. For instance, in Switzerland and Belgium , seventy is "septante," 71 is 
"septante et un," 72 "septante deux," and so on. Ninety is "nonante". In Switzerland, Eighty is 
"huitante" or "octante". 



V: Mathematics 



Exercices 

• huit plus cinq egal : (treize) 

• cinq et un egal : (six) 

• neuf plus huit egal (dix-sept) 

• trente-deux plus quarante-neuf egal (quatre -vingt-un) 

• soixante plus vingt egal (quatre-vingts) 

• cinquante-trois plus douze egal (soixante-cinq) 

• dix-neuf plus cinquante egal (soixante-neuf) 

• quarante-sept plus vingt-sept egal (soixante-quatorze) 

• Soixante-trois plus trente-deux egal (quatre -vingt-quinze) 

• soixante plus trente-deux egal (quatre -vingt-douze) 



D: In School 

Toto est un personnage imaginaire qui est cancre a l'ecole. II y a beaucoup d’histoires droles sur Toto, 
un jour je vous en raconterai une ! 

Toto is an imaginary person that is a dunce at school. There are a lot of funny stories about Toto, one 
day I will tell you one of them! 

- L'instituteur : Bonjour, les enfants ! Aujourd'hui c'est mardi, nous allons reviser la table d’addition. 
Combien font huit plus six ? 

- Toto : Treize, monsieur ! 

- L 'instituteur : Non Toto tu t'es trompe ! Huit plus six egal quatorze. Et combien font cinq plus neuf ? 

- Clement : Quatorze ! 

-L'instituteur : Tres bien Clement. 



congratulations on finishing 

Lesson 0.08 • Numbers 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.09 • Dates 



V: The days of the week. 

French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info *420 kb • hel p) 
The Days of the Week. • Les jours de la semaine. 



# 


French 


Pronunciation 


English 


Origin 


1 


lundi 


luhndee 


Monday 


Moon 


2 


mardi 


mahrdee 


Tuesday 


Mars 


3 


mercredi 


maircruhdee 


Wednesday 


Mercury 


4 


jeudi 


juhdee 


Thursday 


Jupiter 


5 


vendredi 


vahndruhdee 


Friday 


Venus 


6 


samedi 


sahmdee 


Saturday 


Saturn 


7 


dimanche 


deemahnsh 


Sunday 


Sun 
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Notes: 

• What day is it today? is equivalent to Quel jour sommes-nous ?. 

• Quel jour sommes-nous ? can be answered with Nous sommes..., C'est... or On est... (last two 
are less formal). 

• Nous sommes... is not used with hier, aujourd’hui, or demain. C'etait (past) or C'est 
(present/future) must be used accordingly. 

• The days of the week are not capitalized in French. 



French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info *320 kb • hel p) 
Asking For The Day • Demander le jour 



, Aujourd'hui on est quel 
jour ? 

lb Aujourd'hui on est [jour]. 
2a Demain c'est quel jour ? 
2b Demain c'est [jour]. 



Today is what day? 

Today is [day]. 
Tomorrow is what 
day? 

Tomorrow is [day]. 



ojzoordwee on ay kell jzoor 



Duhman on ay kell jzoor 



French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info *164 kb • hel p) 
Relative Days • Les jours relatifs 



avant hier 
hier 

aujourd'hui 
ce soir 
demain 
le lendemain 



the day before yesterday 

yesterday 

today 

tonight 

tomorrow 

the day after tomorrow 



V: The Months of the Year 



French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info *561 kb • hel p) 



The Months of the Year • Les mois de l'annee 


# 


French 


Pron. 


English 


01 


janvier 


jzahnveeyay 


January 


02 


fevrier 


fayvreeyay 


February 


03 


mars 


mahrse 


March 


04 


avril 


ahvrill 


April 


05 


mai 


maye 


May 


06 


juin 


jzwan 


Juin 


07 


juillet 


jzooeeyay 


July 


08 


aout 


oot/oo 


August 


09 


septembre 


septahmbruh 


September 


10 


octobre 


oktuhbruh 


October 


11 


novembre 


novahmbruh 


November 


12 


decembre 


daysahmbruh 


December 



• The months of the year are not capitalized in French. 

• For phrases relating to the months of the year, see the phrasebook 



French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info *99 kb • hel p) 
Asking For The Date • Demander la date 

Quelle est la date What is the date 
(d’aujourd'hui) ? (today)? 

C’est le [#] [month]. It’s [month] [#]. sayleuh... 



kell ay lah daht 



V: Seasons 



French Vocabulary • Dates • audio (info 
Seasons • Les Saisons 


la saison 


season 


le printemps 


Spring 


fete (ml 


Summer 


l'automne (ml 


Autumn 


l'hiver (ml 


Winter 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.09 • Dates 



live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 

Lesson 0.10 • Time 



V: Asking for the time 



French Vocabulary • Time • audio (info *612 kb • hel p) 

Asking For The Day, Date, Time • Demander le jour/la date/le temps 

Asking for the time. 



4a Quelle heure est-il ? 

4b Quelle heure il est ? 

5 II est [nombre] heure(s). 



. . , . . . „ kell er ayteel 

What hour/time is it? 

kell er eel ay 

It is [number] hours, eelay [nombre] er 



V: Time 



live version 
discussion 
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In French, “il est” is used to express the time; though it would literally translate as “he is”, it is actually, 
in this case, equivalent to “it is” (impersonal "il"). Unlike in English, it is always important to use 
“heures” (“hours”) when referring to the time. In English, it is OK to say, “It’s nine,” but this wouldn’t 
make sense in French. 

French Vocabulary • Time • audio (info *145 kb • hel p) 

Time • Le temps 



Quelle heure est-il ? 


What time is it? 


Il est une heure. 


It is one o’clock. 


Il est trois heures. 


It is three o’clock. 


Il est dix heures. 


It is ten o’clock. 


Il est midi. 


It is noon. 


Il est minuit. 


It is midnight. 


Il est quatre heures cinq. 


It is five past four. 


Il est quatre heures et quart. 


It is a quarter past four. 


Il est quatre heures moins le 
quart 


It is a quarter till 4. 


Il est quatre heures quinze. 


It is four fifteen. 


Il est quatre heures et demie. 


It is half past four. 


Il est quatre heures trente. 


It is four thirty. 


Il est cinq heures moins vingt. 


It is twenty to five. 


Il est quatre heures quarante. 


It is four forty. 



V: Times of Day 



French Vocabulary • Time • audio (info *618 kb • 

Me) 



Times 

le lever du jour 

le lever du soleil 

le soleil levant 
le matin 
...du matin 
hier matin 
le midi 

l'apres-midi (m) 
le soir 
...du soir 
la nuit 



of Day • L'heure relatif 

daybreak 

lit:the rise of the day 
sunrise 

lit: the rise of the sun 
rising sun. 
morning 

A.M., lit: of the mornng 
yesterday morning 
noon, midday 
afternoon 

evening, in the evening 
P.M. lit: of the evening 
night 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 0.10 • Time 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Introductory Lessons 



Introductory Level • Review 

G: The French alphabet 

French Grammar • Review • audio (info *101 kb • hel p) 

The French Alphabet • L'alphabet fran^ais 
Characters Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk LI Mm 

Pronunciation ah bay say day euh eff jhay ash ee zhee kah el em 

Characters Nn Oo Pp Qq Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Ww Xx Yy Zz 

Pronunciation enn oh pay ku air ess tay ue vay eeks ee , , zedh 

vay grehk 
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In addition, French uses several accents which are worth understanding. These are: a, e, u, (grave 
accents) and e (acute accent) which only applies to e. A circumflex applies to all vowels as well: a, e, i, 
6, u. And also a trema (French for diaerasis) for vowels: a, e, i, 6, ii, y and combined letters: ae and oe 



V: Basic Phrases 



French Vocabulary • Review • audio ( info *353 kb • hel p) 
Basic Phrases • Les expressions de base 



bonjour, salut 


hello (formal), hi (informal) 


Comment allez-vous? (formal), 
Comment vas-tu? (informal), 
Comment 5a va?/£a va ? 
(informal) 


How are you? 


9a va (tres) bien 


I'm doing (very) well (lit. It’s going (very) well) 


merci 


thank you 


et toi ? et vous ? 


and you? (informal) and you? (fonnal) 


pas mal 


not bad 


bien 


well 


pas si bien/pas tres bien 


not so well 


comme ci, comme 9a 


so-so 


Desole(e) 


I'm sorry. 


quoi de neuf ? 


what's up (about you)? (lit. what's new) 


pas grand-chose 


not much (lit. no big-thing) 


au revoir 


bye (lit. with reseeing, akin to German auf 
Wiedersehen) 


a demain 


see you tomorrow (lit. at tomorrow) 


Au revoir, a demain. 


Bye, see you tomorrow 



V: Numbers 



French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *337 kb • hel p) 
Numbers • Les nombres 



un 1 

deux 2 

trois 3 

quatre 4 

cinq 5 

six 6 

sept 7 

huit 8 

neuf 9 

dix 10 

onze 1 1 

douze 12 

treize 13 

quatorze 14 

quinze 1 5 

seize 16 

dix-sept 17 

dix-huit 1 8 

dix-neuf 19 

vingt 20 

vingt et un 21 

vingt [deux - neuf] 22-29 

trente 30 

trente et un 31 

trente [deux - neuf] 32-39 

quarante 40 

cinquante 50 

soixante 60 

soixante-dix 70 

soixante-et-onze 7 1 

soixante- [douze - dix-neuf] 72-79 
quatre -vingts 80 

quatre -vingt-un 8 1 

quatre -vingt- [deux - neuf] 82-89 
quatre -vingt-dix 90 

quatre -vingt- [onze - dix- 
neuf] 



une unite (a unity) 



une dizaine (one ten) 
une douzaine (one dozen) 



91-99 



une centaine (one hundred) 



cent 

[deux - neuf] cents 
deux cent un 
neuf cent un 
mille 

(un) million 
(un) milliard 



100 

200-900 
201 
901 

1 .000 un millier (one thousand) 

1 . 000.000 

1 . 000 . 000.000 



Things of note about numbers: 

• For 70-79, it builds upon "soixante" but past that it builds upon a combination of terms for 80- 
99 

• Only the first (2 1 ,3 1 ,4 1 ,5 1 ,etc) have "et un"; but past this it is simply both words consecutivly 
(vingt-six, trente-trois, etc) 

• For 100-199, it looks much like this list already save that "cent" is added before the rest of the 
number; this continues up to 1000 and onward. 



V: Asking for the day/date/time 

French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *612 kb • hel p) 

Asking For The Day, Date, Time • Demander le jour, la date, le temps 

Asking for the day. 



. Aujourd'hui c'est quel 
a jour? 

lb Aujourd’hui c'est [jour]. 
2a Demain c'est quel jour 
2b Demain c'est [jour], 

, Quelle est la date 
a (aujourd'hui)? 

3b C'est le [#] [month]. 

4a Quelle heure est-il? 

4b II est quelle heure? 

5 II est [nombre] heure(s). 



Today is what day? 

Today is [day]. 
Tomorrow is what 
day? 

Tomorrow is \day\. 

Asking for the date. 

What is the date 
(today)? 

It’s [month] [#]. 

Asking for the time. 

What hour/time is it? 
It is [ number ] hours. 



ojzoordwee say kell jzoor 
Duhman say kell jzoor 



kell ay lah daht 



kell er ay t eel 
eel ay kell er 
eel ay [nombre] er 



V: Time 



In French, “il est” is used to express the time; though it would literally translate as “he is”, it is actually, 
in this case, equivalent to “it is” (unpersonal "il"). Unlike in English, it is always important to use 
“heures” (“hours”) when referring to the time. In English, it is OK to say, “It’s nine,” but this wouldn’t 
make sense in French. 

French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *145 kb • hel p) 



Time • 


Le temps 


Quelle heure est-il ? 


What time is it? 


Il est une heure. 


It is one o’clock. 


Il est trois heures. 


It is three o’clock. 


Il est dix heures. 


It is ten o’clock. 


Il est midi. 


It is noon. 


Il est minuit. 


It is midnight. 


Il est quatre heures cinq. 


It is five past four. 


Il est quatre heures et quart. 


It is a quarter past four. 


Il est quatre heures quinze. 


It is four fifteen. 


Il est quatre heures et demie. 


It is half past four. 


Il est quatre heures trente. 


It is four thirty. 


Il est cinq heures moins vingt. 


It is twenty to five. 


Il est quatre heures quarante. 


It is four forty. 



V: The days of the week. 

Les jours de la semaine [lay jzoor duh lah suhmen] 

French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *420 kb • help) 
The Days of the Week. • Les jours de la semaine. 



# 


French 


Pronunciation 


English 


Origin 


1 


lundi 


luhndee 


Monday 


Moon 


2 


mardi 


mahrdee 


Tuesday 


Mars 


3 


mercredi 


maircruhdee 


Wednesday 


Mercury 


4 jeudi 


juhdee 


Thursday 


Jupiter 


5 


vendredi 


vahndruhdee 


Friday 


Venus 


6 


samedi 


sahmdee 


Saturday 


Saturn 


7 


dimanche 


deemahnsh 


Sunday 


Sun 



• The days of the week are not capitalized in French. 

• For phrases relating to the day of the week, see the phrasebook . 

Notes: 

• What day is it today? is equivalent to Quel jour sommes-nous ?. 

• Quel jour sommes-nous ? can be answered with Nous sommes..., C'est... or On est... (last two 
are less formal). 

• Nous sommes... is not used with hier, aujourd’hui, or demain. C'etait (past) or C'est 
(present/future) must be used accordingly. 

V: The Months of the Year 



French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *561 kb • hel p) 





The Months of the Year • 


Les mois de l'annee 


# 


French 


Pron. 


English 


01 


janvier 


jzahnveeyay 


January 


02 


fevrier 


fayvreeyay 


February 


03 


mars 


mahrse 


March 


04 


avril 


ahvrill 


April 


05 


mai 


maye 


May 


06 


juin 


jzwan 


Juin 


07 


juillet 


jzooeeyay 


July 


08 


aout 


oot/oo 


August 


09 


septembre 


septahmbruh 


September 


10 


octobre 


oktuhbruh 


October 


11 


novembre 


novahmbruh 


November 


12 


decembre 


daysahmbruh 


December 



V: Relative Date and Time 



French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *883 kb • help) 
Relative Date and Time • Date et heure relatives 




Times of Day 


le lever du jour 


daybreak 

lit:the rise of the day 


le lever du soleil 


sunrise 

lit: the rise of the sun 


le soleil levant 


rising sun. 


le matin 


morning 


...du matin 


A.M., lit: of the momng 


hier matin 


yesterday morning 


le midi 


noon, midday 


l'apres-midi (m) 


afternoon 


le soir 


evening, in the evening 


...du soir 


P.M. lit: of the evening 


la nuit 


night 




Relative Days 


avant hier 


the day before yesterday 


hier 


yesterday 


aujord’hui 


today 


ce soir 


tonight 


demain 


tomorrow 


lendemain 


the day after tomorrow 


V: Seasons 




French Vocabulary • Review • audio (info *142 kb • help) 
Seasons • Les Saisons 


la saison 


season 


le printemps 


Spring 


fete (in) 


Summer 


l’automne (mi 


Autumn 


l'hiver (mi 


Winter 



D: A Conversation Between Friends 



French Dialogue • Review 

A Coversation Between Friends • Une conversation entre amis 

Bonjour Herve. Comment vas-tu ? 

Hello, Herve. How are you? [lit: How go you?] 

Je vais bien, merci. Et toi ?a va ? 

I'm good, 1 thank you. And you, it goes (fine)? 

£a va bien. Est-ce que 2 tu viens a mon anniversaire ? J'organise une petite fete. 

It goes well. You're coming to my party? I'm organizing a little party. 

C'est quand ? 

When is it? [lit: It is when?] 

Le 3 mars a 20h. 

March 3rd at 08:00 PM. 

Le 3 mars, entendu. Tu fais ?a chez toi 3 ? 

March 3rd, agreed. You're having it at your place? 

Oui c'est chez moi. J'ai invite une vingtaine d’amis. On va danser toute la nuit. 

Yes, it's at my place. I have invited (a set of) twenty friends. We 4 are going to dance all 
night. 

C'est tres gentil de m'inviter, merci. A bientot. 

It's very nice to invite me, thank you. So long. 

A demain, bonne journee. 

Until tomorrow, good day. 

1 Bien is an adverb meaning well. Its adjective equivalent is bon(ne), which means good. Since je vais, meaning I go, uses 
an action verb, the adjective bien is used. In English, I'm good, which uses the linking verb am, is followed by an adjective 
rather than an adverb. 

2 Est-ce que... literally means Is is that... and is often used to start questions. This is used in a similar manner to do in 
English. Instead of You want it?, one can say Do you want it? Est-ce que... has no real meaning, other than signifying that a 
question follows. 

3 chez... is a preposition meaning at the house of.... Chez moi is used to say at my place. Chez /name/ is used to say at 
[name's] place. 

4 

on can mean we or one. 



Daniel 

Herve 

Daniel 

Herve 

Daniel 

Herve 

Daniel 

Herve 

Daniel 



D: The Principal 



Daniel 



French Dialogue • Review • audio (info *505 kb • hel p) 
The Principal • Le directeur 

( frappe a la porte : toe toe toe) 

(, knocks on the door, knock knock knock ) 



Le directeur 



Entrez ! 
Enter! 



Daniel 
Le directeur 

Daniel 

Le directeur 

Daniel 

Le directeur 
Daniel 



Bonjour, monsieur le directeur. Est-ce que vous allez bien ? 

Hello, Mr. Director. Are you well? 

Je vais bien merci. Et vous, comment allez-vous ? 

I am well, thank you. And you, how are you? 

Je vais bien. Je veux vous demander s’il est possible d'organiser 
une fete pour mon anniversaire. Je l’organiserais le 3 mars vers 14 
h. 

I'm well. I want to ask you if it is possible to organize a party for 
my 

birthday. I would organize it the third of March around 02:00 PM. 

Et vous voulez forganiser ou ? 

And you want to organize it where? 

Dans la grande salle de reunion au deuxieme etage. On en 
aurait besoin jusqu'a 16 h, le temps de tout nettoyer. 

In the large conference room on the second floor. We would 
need it until 04:00 PM, the time of cleaning everything. 

Entendu! J'espere que je serais invite ? 

Agreed! I hope that I would be invited? 

Bien sur ! Merci Beaucoup ! 

Of course! Thanks a lot! 



Au revoir ! 

Good-bye! 

Au revoir et encore merci ! 

Good-bye and thanks again. 

congratulations on completing 

Introductory Level • Review 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Le directeur 
Daniel 



French Level One Lessons 



Allons! - Basic French 



If you haven’t done so already, spend a few minutes to first read the course's introductory lessons. Once 
that's done, you're ready to begin your very first traditional French lesson! After you have completed 
this level, you can move on to the next level. Finally, go to the lessons planning page if you would like 
to help improve this course. 
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Level One Lessons 



Lesson 1.01 • Basic grammar 

G: Gender of Nouns 

In French, all nouns have a grammatical gender, that is, they are masculine or 
feminine for the purposes of grammar only. 
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Most nouns that express entities with gender (people and animals) use both a 
feminine fonn and a masculine fonn, for example, the two words for "actor" in 
French are acteur (m) and actrice (f). 



report an error 
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The nouns that express entities without gender (e.g., objects and abstract concepts) 
have only one form. This form can be masculine or feminine. For example, la 
voiture (the car) can only be feminine; le stylo (the pen) can only be masculine. 

There are some nouns that express entities with gender for which there is only one 
form, which is used regardless of the actual gender of the entity, for example, the 
word for person; personne; is always feminine, even if the person is male, and the 
word for teacher; professeur ; is always masculine even if the teacher is female[l]. 



Examples 

French Grammar • Basic grammar • audio (info *113 kb • hel p) 
Gender of Nouns • Genre des Noms 



Masculine 



Common Endings Used 
With Masculine Nouns: 



le cheval [2] 


the horse 


-age 


le tromage 
the cheese 


le chien 


the dog 


-r 


le professeur [1] 
the teacher 


le livre 


the book 


-t 


le chat 
the cat 


le bruit 


the noise 


-isme 


le capitalisme 
capitalism 


Feminine 


Common Endings Used 
With Feminine Nouns: 


la colombe 


the dove 


-ie 


la boulangerie 
the bakery 


la chemise 


the shirt 


-ion 


la nation 
the nation 


la maison 


the house 


-ite/-ite 


la fraternite 
brotherhood 


la liberte 


liberty 


-nee 


la balance 
the scales 






-nne 

-mme 

-lie 


la fdle 
the girl 
l’indienne 
the Indian 



1 . Professeur can be shortened to prof. While the long form, professeur, is always masculine, even 
when referring to female teachers, prof can be either masculine or feminine, (le prof - the (male) 
teacher) (la prof - the (female) teacher) 



’2. In this book, the definate article will come before a noun in vocabulary charts. If the definate article 
is 1 due to elision, (m) will follow a noun to denote a masculine gender and (f) will follow a noun to 
denote a feminine gender. 



Unfortunately, there are many exceptions in French which can only be learned. There are even words 
that are spelled the same, but have a different meaning when masculine or feminine; for example, un 
livre (m) means a book, but line livre (f) means a pound! Some words that appear to be masculine (like 
la photo, which is actually short for la photographie ) are in fact feminine, and vice versa. Then there 
are some that just don't make sense; la foi is feminine and means a belief, whereas le foie means liver. 
To help overcome this hurdle which many beginners find very difficult, be sure to leam the genders 
along with the words. 



G: Definite and Indefinite Articles 



The Definite Article 

In English, the definite article is always “the”. 

Unlike English, the definite article is used to talk about something in a general sense, a general 
statement or feeling about an idea or thing. 

In French, the definite article is changed depending on the noun's: 

1. Gender 

2. Plurality 

3. First letter of the word 

There are three definite articles and an abbreviation. "Le" is used for masculine nouns, "La" is used for 
feminine nouns, "Les" is used for plural nouns (both masculine or feminine), and "L' " is used when the 
noun begins with a vowel or silent "h" (both masculine or feminine). It is similar to english, where "a" 
changes to "an" before a vowel. 

French Grammar • Basic grammar • audio (info *78 kb • help) 

The Definite Article • L'article defini 



feminine 

singular 

masculine 


la 


la fille 


the daughter 


le 


le fils [3] 


the son 


singular, starting with a vowel 
sound 


V 


F enfant 


the child 






les filles 


the daughters 


plural 


les 


les fils 


the sons 






les enfants 


the children 



Plurality, Pronunciation, and Exceptions 

The plural of most nouns is fonned by adding an -s. However, the -s ending is not pronounced. It is the 
article that tells the listener whether the noun is singular or plural. 

3. Fils: Most singular nouns do not end in -s. The -s is added for the plural fonn of the noun. Fils is one 
exception. Whenever the singular form of a noun ends in -s, there is no change in the plural fonn. 

le fils les fils un fils des fils 

the son the sons a son (some) sons 

le cours les cours un cours des cours 

the course the courses a course (some) courses 

Secondly, the final consonant is almost always not pronounced unless followed by an -e (or another 
vowel). Fils (pronounced feece ) is also an exception to this rule. 



Elision 



The definite articles le and la are shortened to T when they come before a noun that begins with a 
vowel. When pronounced, the vowel sound is dropped. 

• (le) ami - l’ami - lahmee - the (male) friend 

• (la) amie - l’amie - lahmee the (female) friend 

• (le) eleve - l'eleve - lay lev - the student 

This process, called “elision,” also occurs before a silent h. 

• (la) heure - l'heure - leur - the hour/the time 



The Indefinite Article 



In English, the indefinite articles are "a" and "an". "Some" is used as a plural article in English. 

Again, indefinite articles in French take different fonns depending on gender and plurality. The articles 
"Un" and "une" literally mean "one" in French. 



French Grammar • Basic grammar • audio (info *55 kb • hel p) 
The Indefinite Article • L'article indefini 

feminine une oon une fille a daughter 

un fils 
des filles 
des fils 1 



singular 



masculine un uh 



plural 



des day 



a son 

some daughters 
some sons 

lM des fils" does mean "some sons" but is an homograph: it can also mean "some threads" (when 
pronounced like "fill") 



Liaison 

Remember that the last consonant of a word is typically not pronounced unless followed by a vowel. 
Well when a word ending in a consonant is followed by a word beginning with a vowel sound, the 
consonant often becomes pronounced. This is a process called liaison. When a vowel goes directly 
after un, the normally unpronounced n sound becomes pronounced. 

• (un) ami - un n ami ( uhnahmee ) - a (male) friend 

• (un) eleve - un n eleve ( uhnay lev) - a student 

Compare the pronunciation to words without liaiison: 

• un garcon (uh gairsoh ) 

Une is unaffected by liaison. 

Liaison also occurs with des. 

• (des) ami - des z ami ( dayzahmee ) - (some) (male) friends 

• (des) amie - des z amie ( dayzahmee ) - (some) (female) friends 

In this book, you will see liaison denoted with or between two words. 



"Some" 



Note that des, like les is used in French before plural nouns when no article is used in English. Let's 
imagine you are looking at photographs in an album. In English, we would say "I am looking at 
photographs." In French, you cannot say, "Je regarde photographies," you must tell which photographs 
you are looking at using an article. If you were looking at a set of specific pictures, you would say " Je 
regarde les photographies." ("I am looking at the photographs.") If you were just flipping through the 
album, looking at nothing in particular, you would say, "Je regarde des photographies." ("I am looking 
at some photographs.") 

V: People 



French Vocabulary • Basic grammar 
People • Les personnes 



la personne 


person 

Gender and Age 


pehr son 


l’homme (m) 


man 


ohm 


la femme 


woman 


fehm 


le gar$on 


boy 


gehrsoh 


la fille 


girl 


fee 


la fillette 


little girl 

Friends 


fee let 


l’ami (m) 
le copain 


male friend 


ahrnee 
co pahn 


l'amie (f) 
la copine 


female friend 


ahmee 
co peen 



V: Expressions 



Qu’est-ce que c’est? 

To say What is it? or What is that? in French, Qii ’est-ce que c ’est? (pronounced kehss keuh say) is 
used. 

• Qu’est-ce que c’est? - What is it? 

Literally, Qu ’est-ce que c 'est? translates to What is it that it is? You will be using Qu'est-ce que... ? 
often to say What...? at the beginning of sentences. 

To respond to this question, you say C’est un(e) /homy., meaning It is a [noun], 

• C'est un livre. - It’s a book. 

• C'est un chien. - It's a dog. 

Remember that the indefinate article (un or une) must agree with the noun it modifies. 

• C'est une chemise. - It's a shirt. 



II y a... 

Ily a (pronounced eel ee ah) is used to say there is (or there's) and there are. 

• II y a une pomme. - There is an apple. 

The phrase is used for both singular and plural nouns. Unlike in English (is => are), ily a does not 
change fonn. 

• II y a des pommes. - There are (some) apples. 

The -s at the end of the most plural of most nouns tells you that the phrase is there are instead of there 
is. In spoken French, when both the singular and plural forms almost always sound the same, the article 
(and perhaps other adjectives modifying the noun) is used to distinguish between singular and plural 
versions. 

You will soon learn that a is the present third person singular form of avoir, the verb meaing to have, 
and that y is a pronoun meaning there. The phrase ily a, then, literally translates to he has there. You 
will see this phrase used in all French tenses. It is important to remember that verb stays as a fonn of 
be and not have. 

Like in English, ily a... is not often used to point out an object in front of you. To say that, void and 
voila are used. 

Void et Voila 

Void ... translates to here is... and here are. Similarly, voila means there is and there are. They are used 
to point out objects in front of you or in exclamatory sentences. 

congratulations on completing 
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Lesson 1.02 • To Be 

D: Where are you from? 

French Dialogue • To be • audio (info *226 kb • hel p) 

Where are you from? • Tu es d’ou? 

Quentin Bonjour, Leon. Dis done, Tu es d’ou? 

Leon Je suis de Paris, Quentin. 

Quentin Alors, tu es franqais? 

Leon Oui, exactement. 

Quentin Et Marie, elle est d’ou? 

Leon es *- Marseille. Elle est franqaise, 
aussi. 

Quentin Merci, Leon. Au revoir. 
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G: Subject pronouns 



French has six different types of pronouns: the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd person singular and the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd person plural. 



French Grammar • To be • audio (info *61 kb • hel p) 
Subject Pronouns • Les pronoms soumis 

singular je I 

plural nous we 

singular tu you 

plural vous you 

singular il, elle, on he, she, one 

they (masculine) 



1st person 



2nd person 



3rd person 



plural 



ils, elles 



they (feminine) 



When referring to more than one person in the 2nd person, “vous” must be used. When referring to a 
single person, “vous” or “tu” may be used depending on the situation; see notes in the introductory 
lessons . 

The pronoun it does not exist in French. II replaces all masculine nouns, even those that are not human. 
The same is true with elle and feminine nouns. 

In addition to the nuances between vous and tu, as discussed earlier, French pronouns carry meanings 
that do not exist in English pronouns. The French third person "on" has several meanings, but most 
closely matches the now archaic English "one". While in English, "One must be very careful in French 
grammar" sounds old-fashioned, the French equivalent "On doit faire tres attention a la grammaire 
franchise" is quite acceptable. Also, while the third person plural "they" has no gender in English, the 
French equivalents "ils" and "elles" do. However, when pronounced, they normally sound the same as 
"il" and "elle", so distinguishing the difference requires understanding of the various conjugations of 
the verbs following the pronoun. Also, if a group of people consists of both males and females, the 
male form is used, even if there is only one male in a group of thousands of females. 

In everyday language, “on” is used, instead of “nous”, to express “we”; the verb is always used in the 
3rd person singular. For example, to say "We (are) meeting at 7 o'clock", you could say either “ On se 
rencontre au cinema a sept heures. ” (colloquial) or “ Nous nous rencontrons au cinema a sept heures. ” 
(formal). For more, see the Wikipedia entry . 



G: Introduction to Verbs 

A verb is a word that describes an action or mental or physical state. 

Tenses and Moods 

French verbs can be formed in four moods, each of which express a unique feeling. Each mood has a 
varying number of tenses, which indicate the time when an action takes place. In the next section, we 
will look at the conjugations in the present tense of the indicative mood, more commonly called the 
present indicative. There is one conjugation for each of the six subject pronouns. 

Infinitives 

In this book, the infinitive form of the verb will be used to identify it. In English, the infinitive form is 

to . In French, the infinitive is one word. For example, parler translates to to speak, finir translates 

to to finish, and aller translates to to go. 

Conjugation 

French verbs conjugate, which means they take different shapes depending on the subject. English 
verbs only have one conjugation; that is the third person singular (I see, you see, he/she sees, we see, 
they see). The only exception is the verb "to be" (I am; (thou art); you are; he/she is; we are; they are;). 
Most French verbs will conjugate into many different forms. Most verbs are regular, which means that 
they conjugate in the same way. The most common verbs, however, are irregular. 



G: Etre - To Be 

Etre translates as to be in English. It is an irregular verb, and is not conjugated like any other verb. 

Formation 



French Verb • To be • audio (info *103 kb • help) 
etre • to be 

Singular Plural 



first person 


je suis jeuh swee 


I am 


nous sommes 


noo sum 


we are 


second person 


tu es 


too ay 


you are 


vous etes 


voozett 


you are 


third person 


il est 
elle est 


eel ay 
ell ay 


he is 
she is 


ils sont 


eelsohn 


they are 

(masc. or mized) 




on est 


ohn ay 


one is 


elles sont 


ellsohn 


they are (fern.) 



Examples 

French Grammar • To be • audio (info «87 kb • hel p) 

To Be Examples • Exemples d'Etre 

Je suis avocat. I am (a) lawyer. jzeuh swee ah voh cah 
Tu es a la banque. ^^ ar£ at ^ 1C too ay ah lah bahnk 

II est beau. He is handsome. eel ay boh 

Try to learn all these conjugations. They will become very useful in forming tenses. 

Idioms 

• £a y est! - I've done it! Finished! 

• J'y suis! - 1 get it! 

• Vous y etes? - Are you ready? 

Expressing Agreement 

Tu es d’ accord ou pas?, Tu es d’ accord? (lit: You are of agreement?), or simply D' accord? is used 
informally to ask whether someone agrees with you. 

To respond poitevely, you say Oui,je suis d’accord. or simply D ’accord. In English, one would say 
Okay, when D' accord, is used in French. 



G: Cities and Nationalities 



To say what city you are from, you use the preposition de. 

• II est de Paris. 

When stating your nationality or job, it is not necessary to include the article. This is an exception to 
the normal rule. 

• Je suis Australien(ne) . - 1 am Australian. 

There is both a masculine and feminine fonn of saying your nationality - for males and females 
respectively. 

• II est Australien. - He is Australian. 

• Elle est Australienne. - She is Australian. 



In the next lesson, you will learn how to say the nationality of more than one person. 




Check for understanding 

Please use the the nationalities list to find out what your nationality is in French. Then say what city you are 
from and what nationality you are. Then say what nationality some of your friends are, and what city they are 
from. For example, Marie est italienne. Elle est de Rome. 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 1.02 • To Be 
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Lesson 1.03 • Description 

G: Adjectives - Les adjectifs 

Main article: French/Grammar/ Adjectives 

Just like articles, French adjectives also have to match the nouns that they modify 
in gender and plurality. 
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Regular Formation 

Most adjective changes occur in the following manner: 

• Feminine: add an -e to the masculine fonn 

• un garden interessant — > une fille interessante 

• un ami amusant — > une amie amusante 

• un camion lent — > une voiture lente 

• Plural: add an -s to the singular fonn 

• un garden interessant — > des gar5ons interessants 

• une fille interessante — > des filles interessantes 



Pronunciation 

Generally, the final consonant is pronounced only when it comes before an -e. Most adjectives, such as 
those above, are affected by this rule. 

• Masculine Pronuciation: interessan, amusan, len 

• Feminine Pronunciation: interessant, amusant, lent 

With plural adjectives, the -s ending is not pronounced, so the adjective will sound exactly the same as 
the singular form. 

Exceptions and Irregularities 

Adjectives that end in e in the masculine form do not change in gender. When an adjective, such as 
gros, ends in -s, it does not change in the masculine plural form. Sometimes the final consonant is 
doubled in the feminine form. See F rench / Grammar/ Adj ecti ves for more. 



V: Describing People 



French Grammar • Description • audio (info *1636 kb • hel p) 
Describing People • Decrire des personnes 
Masculine Singular Feminine Singular Masculine Plural Feminine Plural 

size and weight 



11 est petit. 


Elle est petite. 


Ils sont petits. 


Elies sont petites. 


11 est moyen. 


Elle est moyenne. 


Ils sont moyens. 


Elies sont moyennes. 


11 est grand. 


Elle est grande. 


Ils sont grands. 


Elies sont grandes. 


11 est gros. 


Elle est grosse. 


Ils sont gros. 


Elies sont grosses. 




hair color 




11 est blond. 


Elle est blonde. 


Ils sont blonds. 


Elies sont blondes. 


11 est brun. 


Elle est brune. 


Ils sont bruns. 


Elies sont brunes. 




attitude and personality 




11 est intelligent. 


Elle est intelligente. 


Ils sont 
intelligents'. 


Elies sont intelligentes. 


11 est interessant. 


Elle est interessante. Ils sont interessants. Elies sont interessantes. 


11 est amusant. 


Elle est amusante. 


Ils sont amusants. 


Elies sont amusantes. 



V: Common Adjectives 

French Vocabulary • Description 



Common Adjectives • Les adjectifs communs 
Attitude and Personality Size and Weight 



sympa(thique)(s) 


nice 


gros(se)(ses) 


fat 


amusant(e)(s) 


funny 


petit(e)(s) 


small 


intelligent(e)(s) 


intelligent 


moyen(ne)(s) average 


interessant(e)(s) 


interesting 


grand(e)(s) 


big 


patient(e)(s) 


patient 






sociable(s) 


sociable 


Actions 


timide(s) 


timid 


bon(ne(s) 


good 


dynamique(s) 


outgoing 


mauvais(e)(s 

) 


bad 


gentil(le)(s) 


nice, gentle 


Difficulty 


strict(e)(s) 


strict 


facile(s) 


easy 


fort(e)(s) 


strong 


difficile(s) 


difficult 



V: Colors 



French Vocabulary • Description • audio (info *160 kb • hel p) 
Colors • Les couleurs 



Masculine 


Feminine 


English 


blanc 


blanche 


white 


gris 


grise 


gray 


noir 


noire 


black 


rouge 


rouge 


red 


orange 


orange 


orange 


jaune 


jaune 


yellow 


vert 


verte 


green 


bleu 


bleue 


blue 


violet 


violette 


violet 


marron 


marron 


brown (everything but hair) 


brun 


brune 


brown (hair - dark haired) 


rose 


rose 


pink 


safiran 


safranne 


saffron 



G: Adverbs Expressing Degree 

• assez - rather, enough 

• II est assez intelligent. - He is rather intelligent. 

• tres - very 

• II est tres z intelligent. [l] - He is very intelligent. 

• vraiment - truly, really 

• II est vraiment intelligent. - He is really intelligent. 

A Often when a vowel sound comes after a consonant, the usually unpronounced s and z change to a 
sharp z sound and link to the next syllable. This process is called liaison. In this book, will will show 
that the sound is connected usung . Tres in is pronounced trayzahn. 

congratulations on finishing 
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Lesson 1.04 • Family 

live version 

G: The verb avoir discussion 

exercises 

"Avoir" can be translated as "to have". edit lesson 

comment 

Formation re P orl an OTOr 

ask a question 



French Verb • Present Indicative • audio (100 kb • hel p) 
avoir • to have 







Singular 




Plural 




first person 


j'ai 


zjay I have 


nous avons noozahvoh 

z n 


we have 


second person 


tu as 


too ah ^ 0U 
have 


vous z avez 


voozahvay 


you have 




il a 


eel ah he has 


ils ont 


eelzohn. 


they have 


third person 


elle a 


ell ah she has 


Z 


(masc. or mized) 




on n a 


ohnah one has 


elles z ont 


ellzohn. 


they have (fern.) 



Examples 



J'ai deux stylos. 


I have two pens. 


Tu as trois freres. 


You have three brothers. 


11 a une idee. 


He has an idea. 



Expressing Age 

Avoir is used to express age. 

• Tu as quel age? - How old are you? [lit: You have what age?] 

• J'ai trente ans. - I'm thirty (years old), [lit: I have thirty years] 

There is/are - II y a 

The expression ily a means there is or there are. 

• II y a un livre. - There is a book. 

• II y a des livres. - There are books. 



V: The Family 



French Vocabulary • Family • audio (info *1245 kb • hel p! 
The Family • La Famille 

Immediate Family Extended Family 



ma famille 


my family 


ma famille 
eloignee 


my extended family 


les parents 


parents 


les grand-parents 


grandparents 


la mere 


mother 


le grand-pere 


grandfather 


le pere 


father 


la grand-mere 


grandmother 


la femme 


wife 


les petits-enfants 


grandchildren 


le mari 


husband 


le petit-fils 


grandson 


la soeur 


sister 


la petite-fille 


granddaughter 


le firere 


brother 


l'oncle, tonton 


uncle 


l'enfant 


child (m or 

f) 


la tante, tati 


aunt 


les enfants 


children 


le neveu 


nephew 


la fdle 


daughter 


la niece 


niece 


le fils 


son 


le/la cousin(e) 

Step Family 


cousin (m or f) 


la belle-mere 


stepmother 


la demi-soeur 


half sister 


le beau-pere 


stepfather 


le demi-frere 


half brother 



To speak about more complex family relations, such as "my grandmother's cousin", you must use the 
de mon/ma/mes fonn - "le cousin de ma grandmere". 



G: Direct Object Pronouns le , la , and les 

le, la, and les are called direct object pronouns, because they are pronouns that are, you guessed it, used 
as direct objects. A direct object is a noun that is acted upon by a verb. 

• II jette la boule. - He throws the ball. 

In the above sentence la boule is the direct object. 

You have learned earlier that names and regular nouns can be replaced by the subject pronouns (je, 
tu...). Similary, direct objects, such as "la boule", can be replaced by pronouns. 

• le - replaces a masculine singular direct object 

• la - replaces a feminine singular direct object 

• /' - replaces le and la if they come before a vowel 

• les - replaces plural direct objects, both masculine and feminine 

The direct object pronouns come before the verb they are linked to. 

• II la jette. - He throws it. 

• II les jette. - He throws them. 

Le, la, and les can replace either people or inanimate objects. 

congratulations on completing 
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G: Regular -er Verbs 

Formation 

Most French verbs fall into the category of -er verbs. To conjugate, drop the -er to 
find the "stem" or "root". Add endings to the root based on the subject and tense. 



live version 
discussion 
exercises 
edit lesson 
comment 
report an error 
ask a question 



jouer - to play 

French Grammar • Recreation • audio (info *184 kb • hel p) 
-er Verb Formation • Formation de verbes en -er 
pronoun ending verb 



je 


-e 


joue 


tu 


-es 


joues 


il/elle 


-e 


joue 


nous 


-ons 


jouons 


vous 


-ez 


jouez 


ils/elles 


-ent 


jouent 



Elision and Liaison 

In all conjugations, ye changes to j ' when followed by a vowel. Example: J'attends. Also, as a rule of 
thumb: h is considered a vowel; as in J'habite.... If a phrase is negative, ne changes to n'. 

In all plural forms, the 5 at the end of each subject pronoun, normally unpronounced, becomes a z 
sound and the n of on becomes pronounced when followed by a vowel. 



Common -er Verbs 



French Grammar • Recreation 

Formation of Common -er Verbs • Formation des verbes communs en -er 



Infinitive 


Stem 


Present Indicative 


Conjuagtion 








First Person 


Second Person 


Thrid Person 




parler 


pari 


Je parle 


Tu paries 


11 parle 


Singular 


to speak 




Nous parlons 


Vous parlez 


Ils parlent 


Plural 


habiter 


habit 


J’habite 


Tu habite 


11 habite 


Singular 


to live 




Nous habitons 


Vous habitez 


Ils habitent 


Plural 


ecouter 


ecout 


J'ecoute 


Tu ecoutes 


11 ecoute 


Singular 


to listen 




Nous ecoutons 


Vous ecoutez 


Ils ecoutent 


Plural 



S'amuser 

Main article: French/Grammar/Verbs/Pronominal 

The verb s'amuser means to have fun in English. It is a type of pronominal verb (a verb that includes a 
pronoun as part of it) called a reflexive verb, which means that the action of the verb is reflected back 
onto the subject. Literally translated, the verb means I amuse myself. 

Formation 



Conjugated Verb + Infinitive 

Like in English, some verbs can be followed by infinitives. The most common -er verbs used in this 
manner are aimer and detester. 

• J'aime parler. - 1 like to speak. 

• Nous detestons travailler. - We hate working. 

When negating a sentence, remember that the negative goes around the conjugated verb. 

• Je n'aime pas parler. - 1 don't like to speak. 

D: Recreation 

Here is a short dialog about people planning/doing leisure activities. Besides the new vocabulary you 
should also have a look at how the verbs are conjugated depending on the subject of the sentence. 

• Jean-Paul : Qu'est-ce que vous faites ? 

• Marc et Paul : Nous jouons au tennis. 

• Marie : Je finis mes devoirs. 

• Michel : J'attends mon ami. 

• Pierre : Je vais au pare. 

• Chris top he : Je viens du stade. 



V: Recreation 



Qu'est-ce que vous faites? What are you doing? 



jouer 

finir[l] 

attendre[l] 

aimer 

detester 

rigoler 

(mon/ma) ami(e) 



to play 
to finish 
to wait (for) 
to like 
to hate 

to joke around [2] 
(my) friend 



A Finir and attendre are not regular -er verbs. You will leam their conjuagtion in a later lesson. 
A Tu rigoles! means You ’re joking! or You don 7 mean it! 



V: Places 



la bibliotheque 


library 1 


le pare 


park 


la piscine 


swimming pool 


la plage 


beach 


le restaurant 


restaurant 


salle de concert 


concert hall 


le stade 


stadium 


le theatre 


theater 



Caution: a librairie is a bookshop. 



G: Indirect Object Pronouns lui and leur 



Indirect objects are prepositional phrases with the object of the preoposition An indirect object is a 
noun that receives the action of a verb. 

• II jette la boule a Jacques. - He throws the ball to Jack. 

• II jette la boule a Marie. - He throws the ball to Mary. 

• II jette la boule a Jacques et Marie. - He throws the ball to Jack and Mary. 

Lui and leur are indirect object pronouns. They replace nouns referring to people and mean to him/her 
and to them respectively. 

• lui - replaces a singular masculine or feminine indirect object referring to a human 

• leur - replaces a plural masculine or feminine indirect object referring to a human 

An example follows: 

• II lui jette la boule. - He throws the ball to him. 

• II lui jette la boule. - He throws the ball to her. 

• II leur jette la boule. - He throws the ball to them. 

Whether lui means to him or to her is given by context. 

In English, "He throws him the ball" is also said, and means the same thing. 

When used with the direct object pronouns le, la, and les, lui and leur come after those pronouns. 

• II la lui jette. - He throws it to him. 

Note that while le, la, and les are used to replace people or inanimate objects, lui and leur are not used 
to replace innanimate objects and things. 

Also note that unlike le and la, which are shortened to /'when followed by a vowel, lui is never 
shortened 



V: Jouer 



The verb jouer is a regular -er verb meaning to play. It can be used to refer to both sports and 
instruments. 

When referring to sports, use jouer a, but when referring to instruments, use jouer de... 

As always, jouer must be conjugated rather than left in the infinitive. 



French Vocabulary • Recreation 



Play • Jouer 




jouer a... 


jouer de... 


au baseball 


baseball 


de la clarinette clarinet 


au basket 


basketball 


du piano 


piano 


au football 


soccer; football 


de la guitare 


guitar 


au football 
americain 


American football 


du violon 


violin 


au golf 


golf 


de la batterie 


drums 


au tennis 


tennis 




(singular 


au volley 


volleyball 




in French) 


aux cartes 


cards 






aux dames 


checkers/ draughts 






aux echecs 


chess 







congratulations on completing 
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The House 



edit lesson 



French Vocabulary • The house 
The House • La maison 

General Actions 



la rue[l] 




street 


arriver (a la maison) 


to arrive (home) 


la (belle) vue 




(beautiful) sight, view 


rentrer (a la maison) 


to go back home 


(tout) pres (de) 

(pas) (tout) loin (de) 


(very) close (to) 

(not) (very) far (from) 


quitter (la 
maison) [2] 
quitter (une salle) 


to leave (home) 
to leave (a room) 


chez [person] 




at the house of 
[ person ] 

at \person]'s house 


donner sur la rue 
donner sur la cour 


to overlook the street 
to overlook the courtyard 




Houses 


habiter 


to live (somewhere) 


la maison 
la maisonnette 
le pavilion 




house, home 
small house 
individual house 


habiter en ville 
habiter en banlieue 


to live downtown 
to live in the suburb 


Timmeuble 




(appartment) building 


Floors 


l'appartement (m) 




flat/apartment 


l'etage (m) 


level 


le studio 




studio 


le rez-de-chaussee 


lobby, ground floor 


H.L.M. 
(Habitations a 
Loyer Modere) 




low income housing 


le premier etage 
le deuxieme etage 
le troisieme etage 


second floor 
third floor 
fourth floor 






Cities and Neigborhoods 




le quartier 




neigborhood 


le centre ville 


downtown 


l’arrondissement (m) 


district 


la ville 


city 


la banlieue 




the suburb 


le village 


town 




Rooms 


Parts 


of a Room 


la piece 
la chambre 




room 


le plafond 


ceiling 


la salle de sejour 




family room 


le sol 


ground 


la cave 




basement 


la fenetre 


window 


le grenier 




attic 


le toit 


roof 


la cuisine 




kitchen 


Entering and Exiting 



la salle a manger 


dining room 


le mur 


wall 


la salle de bains 


bathroom 


l'escalier (m) 


stairs 


la chambre a coucher bedroom 


monter a pied 


to walk up stairs 


le garage 


Garage 


l'ascenseur (m) 


elevator 


les toilettes 


water-closet, restroom 


monter en ascenseur 


to go up by elevator 


(f) (no singular) 


(only toliet, no bath) 


prendre l'ascenseur 


to take the elevator 


le bureau 


office 


monter a pied 


to go up by foot 


Outside a House 


la porte 


door 


la voiture 


car 


l’entree (f) 


entry(way) 


la terrase 


patio 


Furniture 


le balcon 


balcony 


le rideau 


curtain 


le jardin 


garden 


la chaise 


chair 


la fleur 


flower 


la table 


table 


l’arbre (m) 


tree 


l’armobe (f) 


cupboard 


la cour 


courtyard 


le lit 


bed 


le (la) voisin(e) 


neigbor 


le tapis 
le fauteuil 


carpet 

armchair 



A To express to live on street, you say habiter rue 



• J'habite Rue Lecourbe. - 1 live on Lecourbe Street. 

• II habite Rue de Rennes. - He lives on Rennes Street. 

A Quitter must be followed by a direct object, usually a room or building.. Partir is used in other 
phrases. You will leam how to conjugate these verbs in a future lesson. 



G: Faire 



The verb faire is translated to to do or to make. It is irregularly conjugated (it does not count as a 
regular -re verb). 

Formation 



French Verb • Present Indicative • audio (432 kb • hel p) 
faire • to do, to make 
Singular Plural 



first person 


je fais jzeuh fay I do 


nous faisons noofezoh n 


we do 


second person 


tu fais too fay 


you do 


vous faites 


voo feht 


you do 


third person 


il fait eel fay 
elle fait ell fay 


he does 
she does 


ils font 


eel fohn f 


they do 

(masc. or mized) 




on fait oh fay 


one does 


elles font 


ell fohn. 


they do (fern.) 



Uses For Faire 

• sports 

• weather 

• tasks 

• le faire causatif 

• faire (conjugated) + infinitive - to have something done for oneself 

• Je fais reparer le foumeau. - 1 make/have the stove repaired. 

Related Words 

• defaire - to demolish 

• malfaire - to do badly 

• refaire - to remake 

Expressions with Faire 

• faire attention - to pay attention 

• faire connaissance - to get acquainted 

• faire la morale - to scold 

• faire la queue - to wait in line 

• s'en faire - to worry 



V: Housework 



French Vocabulary • The house • audio (info *524 kb • hel p) 



Housework • Le menage 


faire la cuisine 


to do the cooking 


faire la lessive/le linge 


to do the laundry 


faire le jardin 


to do the gardening 


faire le lit 


to make the bed 


faire le menage 


to do the housework 


faire la vaiselle 


to do the dishes 


faire les carreaux 


to do the windows 


faire les courses 


to do the shopping/errands 


faire le repassage 


to do the ironing 


G: me, te, nous , 


and vous 



• Direct and Indirect Object Pronouns 

Meanings 

• me - me,, to me 

• te - you, to you (singular, informal) 

• nous - us, to us 

• vous - you, to you (plural, formal) 

Place in sentences 

• These pronouns are placed before the verb that they modify 

• Je te vois. - 1 see you. 

• Je veux te voir. - 1 want to see you. 

• If a perfect tense is used, these pronouns go before the auxiliary verb. 

• Je t'ai vu. - 1 saw you. 

Direct Object Replacement 

• II me voit. - He sees me. 

• II te voit. - He sees you. 

• II nous voit. - He sees us. 

• II vous voit. - He sees you. 



Indirect Object Replacement 

• II m’appelle. - He calls to me. 

• II te le jette. - He throws it to you. 

• II nous le jette. - He throws it to us. 

• II vous le jette. - He throws it to you. 



Exercises 

Try to describe your house or bedrooom using the vocabulary. Don't forget prepositions. 
You may also wish to talk about what housework you do. 



Chez moi 



J'habite une villa a Mornant, a cote de[3] Lyon en France. Ma maison a 2 chambres : la premiere pour 
moi et ma femme avec un grand lit. La deuxieme est plus petite : c'est la chambre de mon fils. Nous 
avons aussi un bureau avec 3 ordinateurs[4] : un par personne ! La salle de sejour est tres grande et a 
cote, il y a un petit salon. Nous aimons regarder[5] la television allonges dans le fauteuil. La cuisine est 
toute petite et nous y [6] mangeons[7] le soir. II y a une petite table et 4 chaises. La maison est de plein 
pied et ne comporte pas d’etage. Le jardin est assez grand et nous y faisons pousser des fleurs. 



L a cote de - at the side of, next 
to 

L y (ee) - there 



L l'ordinateur (m) - A 

computer 
L manger - to eat 
congratulations on completing 



aimer regarder - to like to watch 
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Lesson 1 .07 • Weather 

G: Standard Negation 

In order to say that one did not do something, the ne ... pas construction must be 
used. The ne is placed before the verb, while the pas is placed after. 

Formation and Rules 
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• Simple negation is done by wrapping ne...pas around the verb. 

• Je ne vole pas. - 1 do not steal. 

• In a perfect tense, ne...pas wraps around the auxiliary verb, not the 
participle. 

• Je n'ai pas vole. - 1 have not stolen. 

• When an infinitive and conjugated verb are together, ne...pas usually wraps 
around the conjugated verb. 

• Je ne veux pas voler. - 1 do not want to steal. 

• ne pas can also go directly in front of the infinitive for a different meaning. 

• Je veux ne pas voler. - 1 want to not steal. 

• ne goes before any pronoun relating to the verb it affects. 

• Je ne le vole pas. - 1 did not steal it. 



Examples 



French Grammar • Weather • audio (info *262 kb • help) 
Negation Formation Examples • Exemples de formation de negation 

II est avocat. He is [a] lawyer. 

II n'est pas avocat. He is not [a] lawyer. 



Nous faisons nos devoirs. We are doing our homework. 

Nous ne faisons pas nos devoirs. We are not doing our homework. 



Je joue du piano. I play the piano. 

Je ne j oue pas du piano. I do not play the piano. 



Vous vendez votre voiture. You sell your car. 

Vous ne vendez pas votre voiture. You do not sell your car. 



Negation of Indeflnate Articles 

The indefinite articles un, une, and des change to de (or d’) when negating a sentence. 

• J'ai un livre. - 1 have a book. 

• Je n’ai pas de livre. - 1 don't have any book. 

• J'ai des livres. - 1 have some books. 

• Je n’ai pas de livres. - 1 don’t have any books. 



Examples 

II est beige.. 

II n’est pas beige. 

Nous lisons un livre. 

Nous ne lisons pas de 
livre. 

Je mange une cerise. 

Je ne mange pas de cerise. 



He is Belgian. 

He is not Belgian. 

We read a book. 

We do not read a book. 

I eat a cherry. 

I do not eat a cherry. 




V: Weather - Le temps 111 



French Vocabulary • Weather 
Weather • Le temps 

General Cloudy Weather 

, cloud 

? nua f It's cloudy, 

sun II y a des nuages. .. 

lit: There are some 

clouds. 



le ciel 


sky 


nuageux(-euse) 


cloudy 






couvert(e)(s) 


overcast, lit: covered 


Warm Weather 


l’eclaircie (f) 


clearing, break (in clouds) 


11 fait beau 


It’s nice. 


Cold and 


Windy Weather 


11 fait chaud. 


It’s warm. 


11 fait firoid. 


It’s cold. 


Le ciel est degage. 


The skiy is clear. 


le vent 


wind 




lit: The sky is freed. 


11 fait du vent. 


It’s windy. 


Le ciel se degage. 


The skiy is clearing up. Le vent souffle. 


The wind blows. 


Le soleil brille. 


The sun is shining. 


la rafale 


gust of wind 


Rainy Weather 


Snowy Weather 


la brume 


fog, haze, mist 


l’hiver (in) 


winter 


le brouillard 


fog 


la neige 
11 neige. 


snow 

It’s snowing. 






la grele 
11 tombe de la 
grele. 


hail 


la bruine 


drizzle 


It’s hailing. 

lit: It falls of the hail. 


une goutte de pluie 


a drop of rain 


Extreme weather 


la pluie 

La pluie tombe. 


rain 

The rain falls. 


un orage 
orageux(-euse) 
11 y a un orage! 


a stonn 
stormy 

There’s a storm! 


11 pleut. 
il a plu. 

11 va pleuvoir. 


It’s raining. 

It rained. 

It’s going to rain. 


l’eclair (m) 
l’eclairage (m) 


flash (of lightening) 
lightening 


pluvieux(-euse) 

Le temps est pluvieux. 


rainy 

It’s raining, 
lit: The weather is 


la tempete 


storm, tempest 




rainy. 






de gros nuages noirs. 


large black clouds 


agite(e)(s) 


stormy, agitated 


l’averse (f) 


downpour 


le tonnerre 


thunder 



A Le temps means both the weather and the time. 



G: Aller 



The verb aller is translated to to go. It is irregularly conjugated (it does not count as a regular -er verb). 

Formation 

In the present indicative, aller is conjugated as follows: 

French Verb • Weather • audio (info *327 kb • hel p) 
aller • to go 





Singular 




Plural 




first person 


je vais jeuh vay I go 


nous allons 

Z 


nouzah lohn 


we go 


second person 


tu vas too vah you go 


vous z allez 


vouzah lay 


you go 


third person 


il va eel vah he goes 
elle va ell vah she goes 


ils vont 


eel vohn 


they go 

(masc. or mized) 




on va oh„ vah one goes 


elles vont 


ell vohn 


they go (fern.) 



Usage 

There is no present progressive tense in French, so aller in the present indicative is used to express both 
I go and I am going. 

Aller must be used with a place and cannot stand alone. 

The preposition a, meaing in, at, or to, is used, followed by the place. 

• Tu vas a l'ecole? - You're going to school. 

Remember that a le contracts to au and a les contracts to aux. 

• Je vais au stade. - I'm going to the stage. 

Instead of a preposition and place, you can use the pronoun y, meaning there. Y comes before the verb. 
Remember that aller must be used with a place ( there or a name) when indicating that you are going 
somewhere, even if a place wouldn’t normally be given in English. 

• J'y vais. - I’m going there. 

• Tu y vas. - Y ou're going there. 

• Nous y allons. - We're going there. 

Futur Proche 

The strucure aller + infinitive is used to say that something is going to happen in the near future. 

• II va pleuvoir demain. - It's going to rain tomorrow. 

• II va faire firoid. - It's going to be cold. 

Remember that the negative goes around the conjugated verb. 

• II ne va pas pleuvoir demain. - It's not going to rain tomorrow. 



Idioms 



• Allons-y - ahlonzee - Let's go! t impcratiD 

• £a va? - How are you? (lit: It goes?) 

• On y va! - Let's get going! 

• On y va? - Should we go? 

Liaison 

Usually, whenever a vowel sound comes after ...ons or ...ez, the usually unpronounced 5 and z change 
to a sharp z sound and link to the next syllable. (This process is called liaison.) However, since allons 
and allez begins with vowels, nous allons is pronounced nyoozahloh and vous allez is pronounced 
voozahlay. In order to have a pleasing and clean sound, two liaisons should not go connsecultively. 
There is therefore no liaison in allons a when it comes right after nous and allez a when it comes after 
vous. 

• In the phrase Vous allez a I'ecole?, vous allez a is pronounced vouzahlay ah. 

• In the phrase vous et Marie allez a I'ecole?", allez a is pronounced ahlayzah. 

congratulations on completing 
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Lesson 1.08 • Travel 



G: Regular -ir Verbs 

The second category of regular French verbs is -ir verbs. To conjugate, drop the -ir 
to find the "stem" or "root". Add endings to the root based on the subject and tense. 

finir - to finish 

French Grammar • Travel 
-ir Verb Formation • Formation des verbes en -ir 



pronoun 


ending 


verb 


je 


-is 


finis 


tu 


-is 


finis 


il/elle 


-it 


finit 


nous 


-issons 


finissons 


vous 


-issez 


finissez 


ils/elles 


-issent 


finissent 
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G: Possessive Adjectives 

Formation 



French Grammar • Travel 
Possessive Adjectives • Les adjectifs possessifs 
First Person Second Person Third Person 

Singular mon, ma, mes my ton, ta, tes your son, sa, ses his, her 

lcur leur 

Plural notre, notre, nos our votre, votre, vos your ^ ^ ’ their 



Usage 



As you can probably tell from their name, possessive adjective are used to express possession of an 
object. 

• C'est mon livre. - It's my book. 

In English the possessive adjective agrees with the subject (h is sister, her brother). But in French, 
possessive adjectives act like all other adjectives: they must agree with the noun they modify. 

French Grammar • Travel 

Possesive Adjective Usage • Utilisation des adjectifs possesive 
Masculine Noun Feminine Noun 

le livre la voiture 



le livre de Marc 


son livre 


la voiture de Marc 


sa voiture 


the book of Marc 


his book 


the car of Marc 


his car 


les livres de Marc 


ses livres 


les voitures de Marc 


ses voitures 


the books of Marc 


his books 


the cars of Marc 


his cars 


le livre de Marie 


son livre 


la voiture de Marie 


sa voiture 


the book of Marie 


her book 


the car of Marie 


her car 


les livres de Marie 


ses livres 


les voitures de Marie 


ses voitures 


the books of Marie 


her books 


the cars of Marie 


her cars 


Whether the third person singular possessive adjectives son, sa and ses are his or her is indicated by 



context. 

• Elle lit son livre. - She reads her book. 

Liaison and Adjective Changes 

Liaison occurs when mon, ton, and son are followed by a vowel. 

• II est mon n ami. - He is my friend. 

• II est ton n ami. - He is your friend. 

• II est son ami. - He is his/her friend. 

n 

Liaison also occurs with all plural forms, since they all end in s. 

• Ils sont mes z - They are my friends. 

• Ils sont nos z - They are our friends. 

Mon, ton, and son are used before a feminine singular noun. Elision (to m', f , or s') does not occur. 

• Elle est mon n amie. - She is my friend. 

congratulations on completing 
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Lesson 1.09 • Art 



G: Regular -re Verbs 

The third category of regular verbs is made up of -re' verbs. To conjugate, drop the 
-re to find the "stem" or "root". Add endings to the root based on the subject and 
tense, as demonstrated below for the present tense. 

Formation 
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attendre - to wait 
French Grammar • Art 

-re Verb Formation • Formation des verbes en -re 
pronoun ending verb 



je O') 


-s 


attends 


tu 


-s 


attends 


il/elle 


- 


attend 


nous 


-ons 


attendons 


vous 


-ez 


attendez 


ils/elles 


-ent 


attendent 



Vendre 

The verb vendre is a regular -re verb: 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
vendre • to sell 



first person 
second person 

third person 



Singular 
je vends jzeuh vahn 
tu vends too vahn 
il vend eel vahn 
elle vend ell vahn 
on vend oh vahn 



I sell 
you sell 
he sells 
she sells 
one sells 



Plural 

nous vendons n oo vahn doh n 
vous vendez voo vahn day' 

ils vendent eel vahnde 

elles vendent ell vahnde 



we sell 
you sell 

they sell 
(masc. or mized) 

they sell (fern.) 



Common -re Verbs 



Compared to -er verbs, -re verbs are not very common. You will however see the following verbs fairly 
often. 



V: Going to a Museum 

la portraitiste portraitist 

V: Music 



French Vocabulary • Art • audio ( info *287 kb • hel p) 
Music • La musique 



ecouter la musique 
des paroles 

le musicien 
le compositeur 
1’ auteur (des paroles) 

l'instrument (m) 
la clarinette 
le violon 
la harpe 
la guitare 
le piano 



to listen to music 
lurics (le parole = word) 
Composing 
musician 
composer 
(lyrics) writer 
Instruments 
instruement 
clarient 
violin 
harp 
guitar 
piano 



V: French Museums, Theaters, and Opera Houses 




G: Beau, Nouveau, and Vieux 



Formation 



French Grammar • Art 

The Adjectives Beautiful, New, and Old • Beau, Nouveau, and Vieux 

Masc. Consonant Masc. Vowel Fem. Sing, (all) 

un bel individu une belle fdlette 



Beau 



Singular un beau gar?on 
Plural de beaux garcons 
Singular un nouveau camion 



Nouveau 



Plural 



de nouveaux 



Vieux 



camions 
Singular un vieux camion 
Plural de vieux camions 



de beaux z individus de belles fillettes 
un nouvel ordre une nouvelle idee 



de nouveaux z ordres de nouvelles idees 



un vied ordre 
de vieux z ordres 



une vieille idee 
de vieilles idees 



Sentences Placement 



As you have already learned, most adjectives come after the noun they modify in French. 

• un homme intelligent - an intelligent man 

• des homines intelligents - intelligent men 

However, some common French adjectives, including beau, nouveau, and vieux come before the noun. 

• une jolie voiture - a pretty car 

Des is replaced with de when an adjective comes before the noun. 

• de jolies voitures - pretty cars 

Note that in informal speech, des in very often used in place of de. 



V: Plays 



French Vocabulary • Art 
Plays • Les pieces 

At the Theater Play Genres 



le theatre 

la piece (de theatre) 

l'acte (f) 
la scene 
l'entracte (m) 
chanter 

le (la) chanteur 

(-euse) 

danser 

le (la) danseur (-euse) 



theater 


le ballet 


ballet 


(theatrical) play 
lit: (theatrical) 


la comedie 


comedy 


piece 

act 

scene 

intennission 


la comedie 
musicale 


musical comedy 


to sing 
singer 


le drame 


drama 


to dance 
dancer 


la tragedie 


tragedy 



V: French Artists and Entertainers 

• Charles Aznavour 

• Gilbert Becaud 

• Jacques Brel 

• Robert Charlebois 

• Joe Dassin 

• Raymond Devos 

• Celine Dion 

• Garou 

• Juliette Greco 

• Edith Piaf 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 1.09 • Art 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



Level One Lessons 



Lesson 1.10 • Science 

live version 

G: Prendre discussion 

exercises 

Prendre is not a regular -re verb, and is conjuagted diffemtly. C( jjt lesson 

comment 

Formation re P orl an OTOr 

ask a question 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
prendre • to take 







Singular 






Plural 




first 

person 


je jzeuh 
prends prahn 


I take 


nous 

prennons 


noo prenn 
oh 

n 


we take 


second 

person 


tu 

prends 


too prahn 


you 

take 


vous prenez 


voo 

prennay 


you take 


third 


il prend 
elle 


eel 

prahnn 

ell 


he 

takes 

she 


ils prennent eel prehn 


they take 
(masc. or 
mized) 


person 


prend 


prahnn 


takes 








on 

prend 


oh 

prahnn 


one 

takes 


elles 

prennent 


ell prehn 


they take 
(fern.) 



Related Words 

• prendre - to take 

• apprendre - to leam 

• comprendre - to comprehend/understand 

• meprendre - to mistake 



Idioms and Related Expressions 



• prendre - to take, to have something to eat 

• prendre conscience (de) - to become aware (of) 

• prendre la correspondance - to change trains 

• prendre une decision - to make a decision 

• prendre des kilos - to gain weight 

• prendre part (a) - to take part (in) 

• prendre la parole - to start talking 

• prendre le pas sur - to surpass 

• prendre le petit dejeuner - to eat breakfast 

• prendre rendez-vous - to make an appointment 



V: The Sciences - Les Sciences 

French Vocabulary • Science 
The Sciences and Scientists • Les sciences et les savants 
General Biology - La biologie 



une personne qui experimente 
a person who experiments 

to observe 
to analyse 



Physics - La physique 

1’ etude de la matiere et de 
l’energie 

the study of matter and energy 
le physicien physicist 

Chemistry - La chimie 

la chimie 1’ etude des elements 

chemistry the study of elements 

le chimiste chemist 



la bio(logie) 


1’ etude des organismes vivants 


biology 


the study of living organisms 


la botanique 


1’ etude des plantes 


botany 


the study of plants 


l’anatomie (f) 


l’etude du corps humain 


anatomy 


the study of the human body 


la zoologie 


l’etude des animaux 


zoology 


the study of animals 


le biologiste 


biologist 


la cellule 


a cell 


des microbes 


germs 


des bacteries 


baceria 


des virus 


viri 


le microscope 


microscope 



le savant 
scientist 
observer 
analyser 



la physique 
physics 



V: Astronomy 



French Vocabulary • Science 
Astronomy 
The Planets 



Mercure 




Mercury 


Venus 




Mercury 


La iplanctc) terre 


Earth 


Mars 




Mars 


Jupiter 




Jupiter 


Satume 




Saturn 


Uranus 




Uranus 


Neptune 




Neptune 


Pluton 




Pluto 




Other Obejcts 


Le soleil 




sun 


La lune 




moon 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 1.10 • Science 

live version • discussion • exercises • edit lesson • comment • report an error • ask a question 



French Level Two Lessons 



Toujours La? - Slightly More Advanced French 



Now that you kn ow how to compose French sentences in the present indicative, you can continue on to 
Wikibook's second French course. Inside, you will learn the passe compose, the most common French 
past tense, and review the grammar you have already learned. The grammar now becomes a lot more 
advanced, and each lesson now gives much more information. After you have completed this level, you 
can move on to the next level. Also remember to go to the lessons planning page if you would like to 
help improve this course. 




la Catedral de Notre Dame en Paris 



Level Two Contents 



2.01 Le9on 01 : L'ecole 
083 Lesson 01 : School 

2.02 Le9on 02 : La culture 

089 Lesson 02 : Culture 

2.03 Le9on 03 : Faire des courses 
092 Lesson 03 : Shopping 

2.04 Le9on 04 : Sortir 

098 Lesson 04 : Going Out 

2.05 Le9on 05 : Le transport 
103 Lesson 05 : Transportation 

2.06 Le9on 06 : Le quotidien 
108 Lesson 06 : Everyday Life 

2.07 Le9on 07 : La vie rurale 
111 Lesson 07 : Rural Life 

2.08 Le9on 08 : La nourriture 
114 Lesson 08 : Food and Drink 

2.09 Le9on 09 : Diner 
120 Lesson 09 : Dining 

2.10 Le9on 10 : La communication 
124 Lesson 10 : Communication 



G: Passe Compose of Regular Verbs, Lire, Ecire 
V: School, School Subjects 

G: Regular Verbs Review, Croire & Voir 

V: Life, Religions, Holidays, Celebrations (Birthdays, 

Christmas, Bastille Day) 

G: exer Verbs (Acheter), -yer Verbs (Payer), Object Pronoun 
Review, Irregular Past Participles (so far) 

V : Shopping, Clothing, Shoes 
G: Sortir & Partir, -enir Verbs (Venir), -exer Verbs 
V: Leisure Activities, Directions, How to Get to Places, Places 
to go, Movies 

G: -uire Verbs (Conduire), -rir Verbs (Ouvrir), Y, Passe 
Compose with Etre 

V: Local Travelling, Methods of transportation 
G: Devoir, Falloir, Reflexive Verbs 

V: Employment, Waking up, Preparing for work, Driving to 
Work, Sleep 

G: Suivre, Vivre, Naitre, Passe Compose with Reflexive Verbs 
V: Pets, Farm Animals 

G: Manger, Boire, Partitive Article, En, Mettre 
V: Meat, Dairy Products, Drinks, Desserts 

G: -cer Verbs, Servir, Vouloir & Pouvoir 
V: Meals, Silverware, Dining at a Restaurant 

G: Dire, -aitre Verbs, Connaitre & Savoir, Envoyer, Recevoir 
V: Mail, Calling Others, Computers 



Level Two Lessons 



Lesson 2.01 • School 



G: Introduction to Perfect Tenses 

The next section is optional. You will eventually learn everything that is covered in 
it, but if you would like a preview, read it, and if not, continue on to the school 
section. 



live version 
discussion 
exercises 
edit lesson 
comment 
report an error 
ask a question 



Main article: French/Grammar/Tenses/Composed 

• The perfect tenses are also called the compound or composed tenses. 

• The perfect tenses are all composed of a conjugated auxiliary verb and a 
fixed past participle. 



Auxiliary Verb Formation 

• The auxiliary verb is always either avoir or etre. 

• The tense of the verb depends upon the tense that avoir or etre is conjugated in. 

• When the auxiliary verb is conjugated in the passe compose, for example, the auxiliary 
verb is conjugated in the present indicative. 

• J'ai fini. - 1 have finished. 

Past Participle Formation 

• -er verbs - replace -er with e 

• -ir verbs - replace -ir with i 

• -re verbs - replace -re with u 

• irregular verbs - must be memorized 



Past Participle Agreement 



• The past pasticiple must agree with the direct object of a clause in gender and plurality if the 
direct object goes before the verb. 

• the direct object is masculine singular - no change 

• J'ai fini le jeu. - 1 have finished the game. 

• Je l'ai fini. - 1 have finished it. 

• the direct object is feminine singular - add an e to the past participle 

• J'ai fini la tache. - 1 have finished the task. 

• Je l'ai finie. - 1 have finished it. 

• the direct object is masculine plural - add an s to the past participle. 

• J'ai fini les jeux. - 1 have finished the games. 

• Je les ai finis. - 1 have finished them. 

• the direct object is feminine plural - add an es to the past participle. 

• J'ai fini les taches. - 1 have finished the tasks. 

• Je l’ai finies. - 1 have finished them. 



/v 

Avoir ou Etre? 

• In most circumstances, the auxiliary verb is avoir. 

• However, under certain situations, the auxiliary verb is etre. 

• This occurs when: 

• The verb is one of 16 special verbs that take etre. 

• Note that when a direct object is used with these verbs, the auxiliary verb 
becomes avoir. 

• The verb is reflexive. 

• That is, the subject of the verb is also its object. 



List of Tenses 

There are seven perfect tenses in French. These are: 

1 . Le passe compose (The Present Perfect) 

2. Le plus-que-parfait de l’indicatif (The Pluperfect of the Indicative) 

3. Le plus-que-parfait du subjonctif (The Pluperfect Subjunctive) 

4. Le passe anterieur (The Past Anterior) 

5. Le futur anterieur (The Future Anterior) 

6. Le conditionnel passe (The Past Conditional) 

7. Le passe du subjonctif (The Past Subjunctive) 



Don't worry if you don't completely understand the perfect tenses. Each tense and lists of irregular verb 
conjuagtions will be given later in this course. In the next lesson, the passe compose is introduced. 



V: School 



French Vocabulary • School 
School • L'ecole 

General Classes / Grades [ 1 ] 



le professeur[2] 


teacher 


12th Grade 


Classe Tenninale 


la bourse 


scholarship 


1 1th Grade 


lere (la premiere classe) 


le diplome 
(professionnel) 


diploma 


10th Grade 


2eme (la deuxieme classe) 


le bac(calaureat) 


high school exit exam 9th Grade 


3 erne (la troisieme classe) 


la bibliotheque 


library 


8th Grade 


4eme (la quatrieme classe) 


les notes 


grades (as on a test) 


7 th Grade 


5 erne (la cinquieme classe) 


les cours 


classes or courses 


6th Grade 


6eme (la sixieme classe) 


la classe 


grade (e.g. 6th Grade) 5th Grade 


CM2 (CM = cours moyen) 


en cours de [...] 


in [...] class 


4th Grade 


CM1 


Pendant les cours ■ 


- During Classes 


3rd Grade 


CE2 (CE=cours elementaire) 


le tableau 


chalkboard 


2nd Grade 


CE1 


la craie 


chalk 


1 st Grade 


CP 1 (CP = cours preparatoire) 


le pupitre 


desk 




Verbs 


l'examen (m) 


test 


passer 
un examen 


to take a test 


les devoirs 


homework 


etudier 


to study 


la classe 


class 


ecrire[3] 


to write 


la cantine 
dejeuner 


cafeteria 
to (eat) lunch 


lever (la main) [4] to raise (your hand) 


la recre(ation) 
la cour 


recess 

courtyard 


poser 

(une question) 


to ask (a question) 


Schools and Students 


parler 


to speak 


l'ecole (f) 


school 


ecouter 


to listen (to) [5] 


l'etudiant 

l'etudiante 


student (m) 
student (f) 


entendre 


to hear (of)[5] 


le college 

(classes 3-terminale) 


jr. high school 
(grades 6-9) 


regarder 


to watch 


le collegien 


jr. high school 
student 


dejeuner 


to (have) lunch 


le lycee 


high school 






(classes 6-4) 


(grades 10-12) 






le lyceen 


high school student 


Describing Teachers and Students 


l'universite (f) 


university 


intelligent(e) 


intelligent 


la fac(ulte) 


nul(le) 


not good, not bright 


l’enseignement superieur 


higher education 
graduate school 


strict(e) 


strict 



Des fournitures scolaires - School Supllies 



la craie 


chalk cray 


le papier 


paper 

sheet of paper 




le tableau 


the board tahbloh 


la feuille de 


pahpeeyay 


le stylo(- 
bille) 


pen steeloh (bee) 


papier 

le bloc-notes 


(small) notepad 


block nut 


le crayon 


pencil krayoh 


le classeur 


three-ring binder 


la calculatrice 


calculator 


le sac a dos 


backpack 


sack ah doe 


le livre 


book leevr 


la gomme 


eraser 


gum 


le bouquin 


le regie 


ruler 


rehgluh 


le cahier 


notebook kie ay 


le feutre 


marker 


feuhtr 



A The word professeur is considered masculine at all times, even if the teacher is female. The only case 
when "professeur" can be preceded by feminine determinant is either when contracting it in colloquial 
language "la prof', or when adding a few words before : "madame/mademoiselle la/le professeur". 

A The way that grades are numbered in France is opposite the way they are in the US. Whereas 
American grade numbers go up as you approach your senior year, they descend in France. 

A Ecrire is an irregular verb. You will learn to conjugate it in the next section. 

A In French, you do not "own" body parts. While in English, you would say my hand ox your hand, the 
definate article is always used in French. 

• la main - my hand 

• la jambe - my leg 

• le bras - my arm 

A To and of are built into the verbs ecouter and entendre respectively. It is not necessary to add a 
preposition to the verb. Other verbs, such as repondre {a), meaning to respond (to), are almost always 
followed by a preposition. 



G: Ecire & Lire 



French Verb • School 
ecrire • to write 
past participle: ecrit 



first person 
second person 

third person 



Singular 
j ' ecris jay cree 
tu ecris too aycree 
il ecrit eel aycree 
elle ecrit ell aycree 
on ecrit ohn aycree 



I write 
you write 
he writes 
she writes 
one writes 



nous ecrivons 
vous ecrivez 

ils ecrivent 

elles ecrivent 



Plural 

newzay creevoh, 
voozay creevay 

eel aycreeve 

ell aycreeve 



we write 
you write 

they write 
(masc. or mized) 

they write (fern.) 



first person 
second person 

third person 



French Verb • School 
lire • to read 
past participle: lu 
Singular 

je lis jeuh lee I read 
tu lis too lee you read 
il lit eel dee he reads 
elle lit ell lee she reads 
on lit ohn dee one reads elles lisent 



nous lisons 
vous lisez 

ils lisent 



Plural 

noo leezohn 
voo leezay 

eel leez 

ell leez 



we read 
you read 

they read 
(masc. or mized) 

they read (fem.) 



V: School Subjects 



French Vocabulary • School 
School Subjects • Les matieres d'enseignement 



les langues 


languages 


les mathematiques 
les maths 


mathematics 


fanglais 


English 


l'algebre (f) 


algebra 


le fran^ais 


French 


le calcul 


calculus 


fespagnol 


Spanish 


la geometrie 


geometry 


l'allemand 


German 


les sciences 
sociales 


social 

sciences 


le russe 


Russian 


l'economie 


economics 


l’italien 


Italian 


la geo(graphie) 


geography 






l'histoire (f) 


history 


les sciences 
naturelles 


natural 

sciences 


d'autres 

matieres 


other subjects 


la biologie 
la bio 


biology 


le dessin 


drawing 


la chimie 


chemistry 


l’informatique (f) 


computer science 


la technologie engineering la litterature 


literature 


la physique 


physics 


la musique 


music 



G: Passe Compose with Regular Verbs 

Main article: French/Grammar/Tenses/Present perfect 

The passe compose is a perfect tense, and is therefore composed of an auxiliary verb and a past 
participle. With most verbs, that auxililary verb is avoir. 



Meaning 



In English, verbs comjugated in the passe compose literally mean have/has ed. While there is a 

simple past tense in French, it is only used in formal writing, so verbs conjugated in the passe compose 
can also be used to mean the English simple tense. 

• For example, the passe compose fonn of parler (to speak), [avoir] parle, literally mean has/have 
spoken, but also means spoke. 

Basic Formation 

To conjugate a verb in the passe compose, the helping verb, usually avoir, is conjugated in the present 
indicative and the past participle is then added. 

Auxiliary Verb - Avoir 

Conjugate avoir in the present indicative. 

j’ai I have nous avons we have 
tu as you have vous avez you have 
il a he has ils ont they have 

Past Participle 

• -er verbs - replace -er with e 

• -ir verbs - replace -ir with i 

• -re verbs - replace -re with u 

Formation of the Past Participle 
Verb Group Infinitive Stem Past Participle 

-er verbs jouer jou joue 

-ir verbs finir fin fini 

-re verbs repondre repond repondu 

Avoir + Past Participle 

J'ai joue. I have played Nous avons joue. We have played. 

Tu as joue. You have played. Vous avez joue. You have played. 

II a joue. He has played. Ils ont joue. They have played. 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 2.01 • School 
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Level Two Lessons 



Lesson 2.02 • Culture 



This lesson is on the culture of France. The culture of France is diverse, reflecting 
regional differences as well as the influence of recent immigration. Also, try and 
reflect on how your culture is similar and different to French culture. 



live version 

discussion 

exercises 



edit lesson 



G: General Verbs Review 

Most verbs in French are regular -er verbs. Others are regular -ir or -re verbs or are 
simply irregular. 



comment 
report an error 
ask a question 



Formation 



French Grammar • Culture 
Regular Verbs • Les verbes reguliers 







er Verbs 


-ir Verbs 


- 


re Verbs 


Stem: 


pari. 




fin... 




vend. 




Subject 


Ending Example 


Ending 


Verb 


Ending Example 


Je 


-e 


parle 


-is 


finis 


-s 


vends 


Tu 


-es 


parle 


-is 


finis 


-s 


vends 


11 


-e 


parle 


-it 


find 


- 


vend 


Nous 


-ons 


parlons 


-issons 


finissons 


-ons 


vendons 


Vous 


-ez 


parlez 


-issez 


finissez 


-ez 


vendez 


Ils 


-e 


parlent 


-issent 


finissent 


-ent 


vendent 



Irregular Verbs Ending in -er 



aller 



Irregular Verbs Ending in -ir 

acquerir | avoir | s'asseoir | devoir | dormir | falloir | ouvrir | partir | pleuvoir | pouvoir | recevoir | savoir 
servir | venir | voir | vouloir 

Common -re Verbs 

attendre - to wait (for) | repondre - to answer 

Irregular Verbs Ending in -re 

boire | conduire | connaitre | croire | dire | ecrire | etre | faire | lire | mettre | prendre | rire | suivre | vivre 



G: Croire & Voir 



Croire is not a regular -re verb, and is conjugated irregularly. 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
croire • to believe 



(past participle - cru) 



first person 
second person 

third person 



Singular Plural 

je crois jzeuh crah I believe nous croyons noo croy oh 
tu crois too crah you believe vous croyez voo croy ay 
il croit eel crah he believes 
elle croit ell crah she believes 

on croit oh crah one believes elles croient ell crah 



ils croient eel crah 



we believe 
you believe 

they believe 
(masc. or mized) 

they believe (fern.) 



Voir is not a regular -ir verb, and is conjugated irregularly. 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
voir • to see 
(past participle - vu) 

Singular 

je vois jzeuh vwah I see 

you see 
he sees 
she sees 
one sees 



first person 
second person tu vois too vwah 
il voit eel vwah 
third person elle voit e/I vwah 
on voit oh vwah 



Plural 

nous voyons noo vwahyoh we see 
vous voyez voo vwah ay you see 

they see 



ils voient eel vwah 



elles voient ell vwah 



(masc. or mized) 
they see (fern.) 



V: Religion 



la religion 


religion 


le musulman 


Muslim 


Chretien 


Christian 


L’Islam 


Islam 


l'athee (m.) 


athiest 


Le Pere noel 


Santa Clause 


le 14 juillet 


Bastille Day 



V: Birthday 



Birthdays 

l'anniversaire (m) birthday 

Tu as quel age? How old are you? 



J'ai 



ans. 



le gateau 
le cadeau 
la bougie 
la fete 
inviter 

donner une fete 



I am years old. 

[lit: I have years.] 

cake 

gift 

candle 

party 

to invite 

to throw a party 



V: Holidays 



Les jours feries 



New Year's Day 


le Nouvel An 


Labor Day 


La Fete du 
Travail 


Memorial Day ; Annistice 
Day 


l'Armistice 


Independance Day 


la Fete Nationale 


Christmas Eve 


le Reveillon 


Christmas ; Yule 


Noel 



congratulations on completing 

Lesson 2.02 • Culture 
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Level Two Lessons 



Lesson 2.03 • Shopping 



V: Shopping 
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French Vocabulary • Shopping 
Shopping • Les achats 

To Go Shopping Buying Goods 



faire des courses 
faire du shopping 


to go shopping 


le(la) vendeur(euse) 
le(la) cassier(-iere) 


salesperson 

cashier 


faire le marche 


to go grocery shopping (plus/moins) cher(ere) 


(more/less) expensive 


faire du leche- 
vitrine 


to go window 
shopping 


la vitrine 


display window 


porter 


to wear, to carry 


en solde 


on sale 


demander 


to ask (for) 


le prix 


price 




demander le 


prix - to ask for the price 


payer 

payer a la caisse 


to pay 

to pay at the counter 


la caisse 


cash register 
checkout counter 


vendre 


to sell 


couter 


to cost 








How much is it? 


acheter 


to buy 


C’est combien? 


[lit: It's how much?] 






Ca coute combien? 


[lit:It costs how much?] 






Combien coute [nom]l 


How much does [noun] cost? 
[lit: How much costs [noun]?] 


General Goods Stores 


Foods Stores 


le magasin 


shop; store 


le supermarche 


supermarket 


le centre 
commercial 


mall; shopping centre 


le hypermarche 


hypermarket; big supennarket 


le grand magasin 


department store 


la boucherie 


butcher shop 1 


le rayon 


department 


la boulangerie 


bakery 2 


la boutique 


small store 


le depot de pain 


a place that sells bread 2 


la pharmacie 


pharmacy; chemist 


la charcuterie 


delicatessen 3 


le marche 


outdoor market 


la cremerie 


dairy store 






la patisserie 


pastry shop; patisserie 






la poissonnerie 


seafood store; fishmonger 






l’epicerie (f) 


grocery 4 



1. French butchers do not sell pork, pork products, nor horsemeat. For these products, go to a 
charcuterie. 

2. In France, bakeries only sell fresh bread; e.g. the bread is baked on site. Places where they sell 
bread that is not fresh are called depdt de pain. 

3. ' Charcuteries' sell things besides pork products, including pate, salami, cold meats, salads, 
quiches and pizzas. 

4. An alternative to an 'epicerie' is an alimentation generate (a general foodstore). 

G: Object Pronouns Review 



Direct Objects 

While the subject of a sentence initiates an action (the verb), the direct object is the one that is affected 

by the action. A direct object pronoun is used to refer to the direct object of a previous sentence: 

Pierre vois le cambrioleur. Pierre sees the burglar. 

Pierre le vois. Pierre sees him. 

The following table shows the various types of direct object pronouns: 

French me, m' te, f le, f la, V nous vous les 

English me 1 you 1 jj* m ’ her, it us 1 you 1 them 

Notes: 

• 1 me, te, nous, and vous are also used as indirect objects to mean to me, to you, to us, and to you 
respectively. 

• The pronoun form with an apostrophe is used before a vowel. 

• The direct object pronoun for nous and vous is the same as the subject. 

• When the direct object comes before a verb in a perfect tense, a tense that uses a past participle, 
the direct object must agree in gender and plurality with the past participle. For example, in te 
phrase Je les ai eus, or I had them, the past participle would be spelled eus if the direct object, 
les, was referring to a masculine object, and cues if les is referring to a feminine object. 



Indirect Objects 



An indirect object is an object that would be asked for with To whom...? or From whom...?. It is called 
indirect because it occurs usually together with a direct object which is affected directly by the action: 



II donne du pain a 

Pierre. 



The man gives some bread to Pierre. 



II lui donne du pain. He gives bread to him. 

The following table shows the various types of direct object pronouns: 



French me, m’ te, f lui nous vous leur 

„ , i i to him, to i i . ,, 

English to me 1 to you 1 ^ er to us 1 to you 1 to them 



Notes: 



• 1 me, te, nous, and vous are also used as direct objects to mean me, you, us, and vow 
respectively. 

• The pronoun form with an apostrophe is used before a vowel. 

• The direct object pronoun for nous and vous is the same as the subject. 

• The indirect object pronouns do not agree with the past participle like the direct object 
pronouns do. When me, te, nous, and vous are used in a perfect tense, the writer must decide 
whether they are used as direct or indirect object pronouns. This is done by looking at the verb 
and seeing what type of action is being performed. 

The bread is given by the man (direct). Pierre gets the given apple (indirect). 

G: -exer Verbs 

-ever are regular -er verbs, but also are stem changing. The stem change applies to all forms except 

nous and vous. The stem change involves adding a grave accent ( ' ) over the e in the stem. 

Formation 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
acheter • to buy 
(past participle - achete) 



first person 
second person 

third person 



Singular 

j'achete jzah shet I buy 
tu achetes too ahshet you buy 
il achete eel ahshet he buys 
elle achete ell ahshet she buys 
on n achete ohnahshet one buys 



nous z achetons 

vous z achetez 

ils z achetent 

elles z achetent 



Plural 

noozashtoh we buy 
voozahshtay you buy 

eelzahshet ' hey buy . ,, 

(masc. or mized) 

ellzahshet they buy (fern.) 



Other -exer Verbs 

• peser - to weigh 

• mener - to carry out 

• emmener - to take along 

• amener - to bring 

• surmener - to overwork 

• lever - to raise 

• soulever - to raise 



V: Clothing 



les vetements habilles - dress 
clothes 



French Vocabulary • Shopping 
Clothing • Habillement 

les vetements sport - casual 
clothes 



les chaussures - shoes 



la chemise 


button down shirt 


la casquestte 


cap 


les chaussures 


shoes 


la cravate 


tie 


le tee-shirt 


t-shirt 


la paire de 
chaussures 


pair of shoes 












basketball 


le pantalon 


pants 


le polo 


polo shirt 


les baskets 


shoes 

trainers 


le complet 
le costume 


suit 


le pull(over) 


a sweater 


les tennis 


tennis shoes 


le manteau 


coat 


le sweat-shirt 


sweatshirt 


les sandales 


sandals 


le tailleur 


women's suit 


le blouson 
la veste 


jacket 






la robe 


dress 


le jean 


jeans 






le chemisier 


blouse 


les chaussettes 


socks 






lajupe 


skirt 











G: -yer verbs 

-yer verbs are regular -er verbs. However, when y is part of the last syllable, it changes to i in order to 
keep the ay sound. In the present indicative of -yer verbs, this affects all forms except nous and volts. 



Payer 

The verb payer translates to to pay. 



Formation 

In the present indicative, payer (and all other -yer verbs) is conjuagted as follows: 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
payer • to pay 
(past participle - paye) 





Singular 






Plural 




first person 


je paie jzeuh pay I pay 


nous payons 


noo pay oh 


we pay 


second person 


tu paies too pay 


you pay 


vous payez 


voo pay y ay 


you pay 




il paie eel pay 


he pays 


ils paient 


eel 


they pay 


third person 


elle paie ell pay 


she pays 


ou payent 


(masc. or mized) 


on paie oh pay 


one pays 


elles paient 
ou payent 


ell 


they pay (fern.) 



Other -yer Verbs 

• appuyer - to support 

• employer - to employ 

• essayer - to try 

• essuyer - to wipe 

• nettoyer - to clean 

• tutoyer - to address as tu, to call someone informally 

G: Irregular Past Participles 

Many of the verbs you have learned so far have irregular past participles. 

• avoir - eu 

• croire - cru 

• etre - ete 

• faire - fait 

• voir - vu 

D: Practice Conversations 

Let's practise some of these words and verbs in some everyday shopping talk: 
1 .Ala boulangerie (At the bakery) 

Bernard (le boulanger) : Bonjour madame 
Camille (la cliente) : Bonjour monsieur 
Bernard : Qu 'est-ce que vous voulez ? 

Camille : Je voudrais acheter une baguette, s'il vous plait 
Bernard : C'est tout ? 

Camille : Non, je voudrais deux croissants aussi 
Bernard : Tres bien - qa fait deux euros, s'il vous plait 
Camille : Merci beaucoup 



Useful vocabulary here: 

"Qu'est-ce que vous voulez ?" - What would you like? 

"Je voudrais..." - 1 would like . . . 

"C'est tout ?" - Is that all? 

"Qa fait deux euros" - That'll be two euros 
Remember your verb - acheter (to buy). 

Note of a frenchman : 

"Qu'est-ce que vous voulez ?" is a little abrupt. We use mostly "Que voulez-vous ?" or "Que desirez- 
vous ?". 

Same for "C'est tout ?", we use most of the time "Ce sera tout ?" (future tense) or "Et avec ceci ?" (and 
with this?). 

2. Au marche (At the market) 

Marie (la marchande) : Bonjour monsieur 
Clement (le client) : Bonjour madame 
Clement : Qu 'est-ce que vous avez a vendre ? 

Marie : J'ai un grand choix de fruits et legumes 
Clement : Tres bien. Est-ce que vous avez des cerises ? 

Marie : Oui... elles content deux euros le kilo 
Clement : Bon, je voudrais trois kilos, s'il vous plait 

Marie : Tres bien, monsieur. Alors, pour trois kilos il faut payer six euros, s'il vous plait. 

Useful vocabulary here: 

"Qu’est-ce que vous avez... ?" - What do you have? 

"Un grand choix" - A large range 
"Des cerises" - Some cherries 

"Elles coutent deux euros le kilo" - They (feminine) cost two euros per kilo 
"II faut" - One must/Y ou need to 

Remember your verbs - vendre (to sell) and payer (to pay). 

congratulations on completing 

Lesson 2.03 • Shopping 
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Level Two Lessons 



Lesson 2.04 • Going out 



G: A and De 

The preposition a can indicate a destination, a location, a characteristic, 
measurement, a point in time, purpose, and several other things which will be 
covered later. 

When le follows a, the a and le combine into au. Similarly, a and les combine into 
aux. 

The preposition de can indicate an origin, contents, possession, cause, manner, and 
several other things which will be covered later. 

When le follows de, the de and le combine into du. Similarly, de and les combine 
into des. 



V: Leisure Activites 



Les loisirs 



le cinema 


cinema 


la musique 


music 


le baladeur 


walkman 


une sortie 


going out 


un spectacle 


a show 


le theatre 


the theater 


le repos 


rest 


le vacancier 


a vacationer 


la danse 


dance 


allumer/eteindre 


to turn on/tum off 


la television 


television 


le(la) 

telespectateur( trice) 


television 

viewer 


le sport 


sport 



live version 
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G: Partir & Sortir 



first person 
second person 

third person 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
partir • to leave 
(past participle - parti(e)(s)) 



Plural 

nous partons noo partoh 
vous partez voo pahrtay 



Singular 

je pars jzeuh pahr I leave 
tu pars too pahr you leave 
il part eel pahr he leaves 
elle part ell pahr she leaves 
on part oh pahr one leaves elles partent ell part 



ils partent eel part 



we leave 
you leave 

they leave 
(masc. or mized) 

they leave (fem.) 



French Verb • Present Indicative 
sortir • to go out, to take out 
(past participle - sorti(e)(s)) 

we go out 
you go out 

they go out 
(masc. or mized) 

they go out (fem.) 

Some other verbs use sortir and partir as stems. 

• repartir - to set out again 

• repartir - to distribute 



Plural 

nous sortons noo sortoh 
vous sortez voo sortay 



Singular 

first person je sors jzeuh sore I go out 
second person tu sors too sore you go out 
il sort eel sore he goes out 
third person elle sort ell sore she goes out 

on sort oh sore one goes out elles sortent ell sort 



ils sortent eel sort 



V: Movies 



French Vocabulary • Going out 
Movies • Les films 





General 






le film (domestique) (en 
video) 

le film (etranger) (en DVD) 


(domestic) movie (on 
video) 

(foreign) movie (on DVD) 


V.O. (Version 
originale) 
les sous-titres 


unaltered 

sub-titles 


l'acteur (m) 


actor 


la video 


video 


l'actrice (f) 


actrice 


le DVD 


DVD 


louer 


to rent 






The Movie Theater 


Film Genres 


le cinema 


the (movie) theater 


le dessin anime 


cartoon 


la salle du cinema 


theater showing room 
lit: room of the the theater 


le documentaire 


documentary 


la seance 


showing 


le film d’ amour 


love story 


le guichet 


ticket window 


le film d’aventures 


adventure movie 


la place 
le fauteuil 


seat/place to sit 
chair 1 


le film d’horreur 


horror film 


couter 


to cost 


le film policier 


police film 


jouer 


to play 


le film de science- 
fiction 


sci-fi film 



• 1 Un fauteuil is the physical chair that one sits on. One would normally use "une place" 

whenever "a seat" is used in English. 

• Prenez la place! - Take a seat! 



Les films sont fascinants! Vous allez au cinema? Pourquoi? Vous aimez les films? On parle Qu ’est-ce 
qu ’on joue au cinema? pour demander les films qui jouent. On achete les places au guichet, ou 
l'employe(e) vous les vend. On entre la salle du cinema pour regarder un film. Quel est votre genre de 
film prefere? Vous louez les videos? les DVDs? 



